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As me of the members oi a cummis.MOii ap- 
pointed by His Grace Mar Julius Elias Metropolitan- 
Delegate of the Holv S*e of Antioch in Malabar, to 
investigate and report on the question of admitting 
to the con munion of the See of Antioch those who 
work the St. Antony’s Educational Institutions, 
Honavar, Noj Canara, 1 have prepared this book- 
let dealing briefly with the present currents and cross 
currents in the Malabar Syrians Jacobite Church* 
While so engaged the Syrian Christians in Brammavar 
expressed to me a great wish to have a simple state- 
ment of the facts concerning the present condition 
in the church. Hence this bo kUL 1 trust that it 
wil! also prove to be of some use to all tb^se inter- 
ested in the ancient Malabar Syrians. Those who 
wish for a further elucidation of the matter deal; 
with in the book may correspond with me. 

In the preparation of this booklet, 1 am deeply . 
indebted to many persons, lay and clerical, too ctsm- 
erous to mention here. But I should not omit to 
record my thanks to the ‘"Sandeaam’' Press for gett- 
ing up the booklec at a very short i.otice. 


Thykaad, Kottayara;^ 
10—1—1938. I 


Thomas Matthew. 



The Syrian Church of Malabar. 

To understand the present situation in the Syrian 
church clearly and correctly, a knowledge of a brief 
outline c ; its previons history is highly necessary. 
Such an outline based c i: authentic historic docu- 
ments is detailed in the first few psrctrraphs of this 
paper which then deals with the present condition 
in the church. 

The First 18 Centuries. 

Very little is known of the early history of the 
Syrian church in Malabar, founded by apostle St 
Thomas it* the first century. There ~s evidence to 
show that the church iu Malabar was, at least, re 
theory subordinate to the sjv* of Antioch from the 
earliest times. “The Patriarchate ot Antioch’* cays 
Mosrheim, “embraced orginally the whole dior eses v 
of the East and like-wise extended over the churches 
beyond the limits of the Roman Empire in Syiria 
quite to India." It is generally accepted by. 'historic ' 
ans that one Thomas cf ( ana. actuated by his zei* 
in the cause of Christianity visited the church, 
the direction of the Patriarch of Antioch about the ^ 
yc:ar 345 A- D. and that he acted an important pfrit 
in its history. Shortly after the synod of Nice (325 
A. D.) in which India was represented by hishop 
John and which confirmed the supremacy Antioch 
over tile dioceses in the east, a colony <>f ^0 ; 
persons, including Mar Joseph, bishop ol Uraha 
(Edessa^ settled down at Cranganore^ near Cochin, 
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worked for the revival of the church and brought it Ui 
a high level of respectability in the midst of the bind- 
us. From that time bishops fromSyriaand Persia, are 
said to have come to the church, though not in 
regular succession, and guided the church on 
Christian lines. Captain Swanston srys that after 
the time of Thomas of Cana “Discord and insubordi- 
nation took possession of the peoole 

Anarchy and schism reigned throughout the church 
of Malabar.” Yet the church continued to exist 
under extreme vicissitudes of adversity and 'prosperi- 
ty. When the Portughese arrived, the Christians are 
said to have “Maintained the order and discipline oi 
a regular church”. According to Dr. Buchanan who 
visited the church at the beginning of the ! 9th 
century, the Syrians had enjoyed a succession of 
bishops appointed by the Patriarchs of Antioch for 
1300 years. But Rev. Howard says that Nestorians 
under the Patriarch ot Babylon also exercised power 
over the Syrian churches at times during the inter- 
val. It must bj admitted that the advent of the 
Portughese was very disasterous to the peace and 
prosperity of the church, and the period of their 
supremacy in India which covered the major part of 
the 16th century was a continued record of persistent 
attempts made to subject this ancient church to the 
authortv of the Popes of Rome. At the synod of 
Diamper held in 1599, Menezes, the Archbishop of 
Goa, compelled the Syrians to obey the authority 
of Rome and publicly burned most of their books 
anti manuscripts of antiquity'. This compulsory' 
submission was not however o ..g duration. For 
on the unhappy incident of the capture of Ahathalla, 
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a prelate sent from Antioch tor the Malabar Syrians, 
these latter made a determined effort to rescue him 
and failingtlus, took an oath on the ‘Coonen Cross' at 
Cochin in 1653 that they would no more submit to 
the authority of Rome. They selected as their chief 
one Thomas of Pakalomattam, who was afterwards 
consecrated a metropolitan with the title of Mar 
Thoma by a deputy of the Patriarch of Antioch. In 
this line altogether eight Mar Thoma metropolitans 
i Med over the church. It can be proved beyond 
doubt that all these Mar Thoma metropolitans ac- 
knowledged the supremacy of the Patriarchs of 
Antioch. After the Mar Thoma inetrapolitans, three 
metropolitans under the name of Dionysius ruled 
over the church. Though these were not consecrated 
by Antioch, there is ample evidence that they also sub- 
mitted to the authority of the Patriarchs of Antioch. 
It will thus be seen that the regular authority of the 
Patriarchs of Antioch over the Syrian church of 
Malabar, commenced so far back as the fourth cen- 
tury, if, not earlier, and that though there may have 
been intervals when Nestorians and other ecclesias- 
tical authorities exercised supremacy, the Patriarch 
of Antioch was the generally recognised head of the 
church during the whole time up to the beginning 
of the 19ih century. True the patriarch's control 
over the church may not have been, at times, strongly 
felt on account of the local influence of certain 
metropolitans, the interference of the state in support; 
of the authority of the metropolitans recognised by 
Royal pi oclamations, the distance bet ween Antioch 
and Mal tbar, and the difficulty of communication 
beiw.cn rhe two places. In this conection, it may 
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also be stated that ever since the advent of the Portu- 
ghese, there were European agencies that were 
keenly interested in counteracting the previously 
existing happy relationship between the Malabar 
church and the Antiochian church, with the ulterior 
object of subjugating this ancient church to their 
own. 

The 19th Century. 

When Messrs Benjumin Bailv, Joseph Fenn 
and Henry Baker addressed a letter to col. Newall, the 
British Resident in 1S22, they described as some of 
the causes of the decline of the Syrian community, ‘the 
destruction of their best ancient monuments during 
the short calamitous interval in which they, were 
nominally subjected to the papa! power,” and “the 
interruption both then and since, of that regular 
intercourse with syria, on the feeling of which de- 
pended that peculiar spirit of character for which 
they were formerly so distin gushed”. After 1825 
the Syrian community appears to have addressed the 
Patriarchs eleven times soliciting that a metropolitan 
may be sent. It was about this time that Deacon 
Mathews of Palakkunnam reached Antioeh with a 
letter of recommendation from some of the 
Malabar churches praying that he may be conse- 
crated a metropolitan. The Patriarch who was contem- 
plating the advisablitv of sending a bishop to Mala- 
bar cons, -crated him under the title of Athanasius in 
1842. In 1852 the Travancore Government recogni- 
sed him a > the metropolitan over the Syrians, be- 
cause he had been consecrated as such by the 
Patriarch ot Antioch and had come with letters from 
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Antioch. Mar Athanasius Mathews considering that 
the Royal proclamation had made his position in the 
Church secure, began to exert absolute power over 
the churches as well as to approve of unauthorised 
innovations made in the Church by certain people, 
thereby causing considerable discontent in the 
Church and paving the way for a schism. A rough 
estimate of the character o f the metropolitan may 
well be formed from the following advice which 
Dr. G. E. L Cotton, Bishop of Calcutta and Metro- 
politan of Jiftiia, gave him in 1864. The Bishop 
during his tour in Travancore, failing in his attempt 
to have a personal interviewVith Mar Athansius wrote 
to him as follows:-“I regret very much that I had 
no opportunity of seeing you during my visit to. 
Travancore. There were many subjects, on w’hich l 
should have desired to confer with you, as some of 
my predecessors have done with your predecessors-. 
! was much pleased with my short inter-course with 
your ‘Kattanars’ and people, and desire to thank them 
through you, for the kindness and respect with which 
they received me. It is my earnest prayer that God 
may prosper al! wise and Christian endeavours for 
the improvement of the venerable Syrian Church in 
Travancore, in which 1 feel deepest interest and 
with which our Church of England has many bonds 

of connection - 

...I may perh a ps be allowed 

to mention some of the practical agencies by which, 
through the grace of God’s Holy Spirit, .the Church 
of England has flourished and acquired much influence 
among the people and by which doubtless the byrian 
Church, through th^ same all powerful guidance, will 
receive its former importance and niurity. The Crst is 



the example of high principle, blam eless living , and 
u nselfish, devotion to Chr ist's flocks and laborio us 
activity on the pure of all who exercise spiritual 
authority/' 

Now the successive Patriarchs receiving com- 
plaints agninst Mar Athanasius Mathews, some ot 
them tried to mend matters from t/eir headquarters 
ioSyria. Finding it to be a vain attempt. Patriarch 
Ignatius Peter iii came over to Malabar with creden- 
tials from the British Government, in JS75, toured 
over the different parts of Malabar eiKui.ing about 
the causes of discontent, convened a by nod of the re- 
presentatives of all theSyrianChurches at t e Mulan- 
thuruthi Church, in the Cochin State, a d established 
an orgainsation fe- tin* proper management ot the 
church properties. One of the resolutions passed in the 
synod and affirmed by the Patriarch was as follows:- 
‘‘whereas owing t r VJf absence of any counterforce 
to the absolute authority of the prelates of Mala- 
bar, the church has -offered detriment, the establish- 
ment oi the aforesco association (with 1(h) members) 
is very needful; - :1 whereas it would be difficlut for 
all of them joint!*, to carry on the affairs, a central 
Committee composed of eight priests who have taken 
part herein, and sixteen laymen of the first grade 
with ih.* ruling Metropolitan for president should be 
formed”. Mar Dionysius Joseph was installed as 
ihe f*rst presiding Metropolitan. Thus as a check 
on the autocratic powers of the Metropolitan, an 
association of 100 members as well as a committee ot 

l he expressions underlined in the qutoations 

in the book are done so by the writer. 
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24 from among the association was formed. The 
association was the legislative body in temporal 
matters and the committee, the excecutive bod>. 
The properties common to the whole Malabar Church 
were to be managed by three trustees of whom the 
president Metropolitan, known as the Mjlankara 
Metropolitan was to be one and the other a priest 
and a layman elected by the general assembly of the 
representatives from all the churches. The church 
treasury in the Syrian Seminary at Kottayam known 
as Bezgasa was to be locked by three keys, one o» 
which was to be in the possession of each of the 
three trustees. In case ot difference of opinion 
among the trustees the opinion of the majority was 
to prevail. Subsequently after dividing Malabar in- 
to seven dioceses and consecrating six more Metro- 
politans as well and assigning jurisdictions tor all 
the seven Metropolitans, the Patriarch left Malabar in 
1S77. Mar Dionysius Joseph, making use of the 
ab ve organisations, carried on a vigorous work of 
recuperating the church, wherein a schism had 
been developed by Mar Athanasius Mathews and his 
lollowers. Mar Dionysius Joseph, before his death , 
in 1909 was able to heal to a considerable extent the 
schism mentioned above and recover most or the 
church properties from the hands of the schismatics* 

Th e deposition of Patriarch Abdul Messiah. 

The Patriarch who came over to Malabar and- 
created the democratic institutions of association, 
committee etc in the 1 9th century, was the very 
same person who established a Syrian diocese out- 
side Malabar by ordering the consecration and ap- 
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pointis;?n* ..r*i Metropolitan Mar Jul»uS Alvares over 
the in Kanara, Goa and Ceylon. This Patri- 

arch died i ". 1894 >md v/as succeeded by Patriarch 
Abdul Mes.vah. Some time after Abdul Messiahs 
consecratics Patriarch, he began to act against 
-t{ie canons and disciplinary rules of the Church. 

He - - :d to be affected with mental 

aberration. Th!« caused, considerable confusion in 
-br Govern mem o* the see of Antioch. So the Metro- 
politans o*. liiC ••*■*■'■ hsv rubied \t\ synod in 1903 ami 
investigate l* :-u» i.b-e ai.m? •• ♦ - synod resolved ‘hat 
Abdul Me-*: Air i Lt vUtvc* )nr r -elution 
was carried oui and ; o y c-..us a 

Metropolitan of Mo*' ‘ -v- Kaimakkatn 

(Ag. Patriarch}. A U*a; vk-li^ • the resolutions oi 
_ the synod is gi\en in ti: * a.-^ent!' Trucked A. Accor- 
ding to the custom *;*v . y v\t Tirkish Govern 

ment wa* given .iniornviw^n *>;' the deposition a-.d 
they -vithdre .• :iu> F ; rm*o Itt 1£0:V 1 Under the presi- 
dentship of riie K the synod met again, 
elected ar.d consecrated Metropolitan Mar Gregorius 
Abdulla ifiiv riarch with the title Ignatius Abdulla 
ii in 19G£ ' \. : i. Turkish Government approved 

this and hs. r -uv.*j die Finnan to the new Patriarch. 

Consecr a tion c f Dionyxius Gheevarughese. 

Some a ?er the acctssion nl Mar Ignatius 
Abdulin to 'A,? Patriarchal throne, Mar Dionysius 
Joseph ano .viar Ivanios Poulose, . the only two 
Metropolitans then living in Malabar, sent appb- . 
t rtions to the new Patriarch Ignatius Abc.lur?.' ’tor - 
o .3 m ^ crating Metropolitans for the widowed ; 

f ; Malabar. Kxtracts from one of the 
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by the Metropolitans is given in the appendix mock- 
ed B. Another petition concerning the same matter 
was presented to the Patriarch by the Malabar Syri- 
an Christian Association Committee of 24 members, 
the then only existing organisation in the church; 
for by this time the association of 100 had ceased 
to exist. Extracts from this petition are given iu the 
appendix marked C. According to the orders ui 
Patriarch Ignatius Abdulla, Rambans Gheevarughese 
.and Poulose were elected and sent to Jerusalem to be 
consecrated as Metropolitans. They Atre conse- 
crated and designated Dionysius Gheevarughese 
ar 4 I iP .-‘.os Poulose. The Malankara Metropolitan. 

t-Ure*- rat' requested the Patriarch that (1) 
the two Metropolis • be given Staticons (orders 
of appointment) as Thebe! Ra»uban 

^ Gheevaighese when <;.onse*:rii&d away be 
• assistant and successor to the Malankara Metro- 
politan. To appoint a person as successor xa the 
Malankara Metropolitan, when one such v/atr alive 
.and functioning, beiitg a violation of the Canons and 
practices cA the Church -'as well as of aB secular; 

^ laws, the Patriarch did net con* pry 'with the 'latter . 
part of the second request, but appointed Dionysius 
Gheevarghes* simply as assistant to the Malankara .% 
Metropolitan. Highly dissatisfied with this^ac^J.^ 
the Patriarch, Mar Dionysius Gheevarufri* ;1 

away from Jerusalem to Malabo** d t»ie. 

arch started on his er»!*» tour 
the. way visited. N1 a; Ed^^ira -V'U, ‘ 
^clpip/yvr in £fqperar=rt$cfgiir-', 

^ J-' v * he great.K* v» . of ■ His Holiness presented • k t»ii £ 
r . with & gold medal , pi 



vi Meteo - I 
the cUvi ehes rn Kar.ar^, 
arch died in IS94 and 
Abdul Messiah. Stiri?.- 
consecration as Patti >v- 
the canons and di?-v.n* i 
V-*. v:«*» : ound . U> 



V'crtst ^n . Tnis czis -^d "'donsideniSvt. b6o:u.-1on in 


vjO’ erf: ,n«nt of the see of Ar.th * f . So the M.du:- 
? ^r. Jite/ta o* r.tu. °ee assembled in c * in 
■investigated o>:c the matter Ti • jo I p i riii; 
‘^Alidui Messiah must deposed The r^niu^o. 


was carr !».•:* .out and Mar ?> • .’ i»‘fiSf.;3*s •hr: 
Metropolitan of Mosul was appoinfeo rlaimakk^ni 
(Ag. Patriarch). A translation of the rcsohirions v.i 
the synod is given in the appendix marked A. Accor- 
ding to the custom of the country the Turkish Govern- 
ment was given information of the deposition and 
they withdrew the Firman in 1905. Unde * the presi- 
m..:tch*p of the Kaimnkkam the synod met again, 
elected ana cc/iseemec Metropolitan M?:r Gregorius 


Abdulla as Patriarch with tne title Ignatius /ibduno 
ii in 1906. The Turkish Government approved of 
this and issued the Firman to the new Patriarch. 


Consecration of Dionyxius Gheevarughese. 

Some time after the accession of Mar Ignatius 
Abdulla to the Patriarchal throne, Mar Dionysius 
Joseph and Mar Ivanios Poulose, . the only two 
Metropolitans then living in Malabar, sent appli- 
cations to the new Patriarch Ignatius Abdulla for 
consecrating Metropolitans for the widowed dioceses 
i f Malabar. Extracts from one of the applications 
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r.\‘ she Mevcc^olit^ri givj?3 f^pendS* m^r*. 
Od.SL .Another pe-- : *» concern*; **n. e 
'vW -vj esexit.**' 4 :ti ;V-r I'?.u;a , .cli by ;zie Sabrf^r Syr* . 
^.".■C^yiriciair A'lsociaiion C«>jimitt*e of v - 4 ♦rtw'L^r*. 
.the risen only cr’»sr.u^ ♦i^auissijon -tr TK-cLi'riitf 
for >*y tin? time the association of Ktf HA cst^ra-' 
to erist. E*ti$*.e*s from ♦It*., retiiiou a*e g-ven r » v th*- 
append’" marked C. A^c-JHg »o the o*d-.c. 
Patriarch •gx.SPvs Abdula. R.%n.han:'. i.*U»-.?vu. r" . v h^ ^ 
«• d fouiosc wort* elected and s— "tit to Jerusalem »obc 
consecrated as Metropolitans. They were conse- 
r.v'afd and designated Dicnysh?- Gh-eev&rughes - 
?.r,r. Kurile*: Poalose. The Malankara MettupoH?a& 
commLiee had requested the Patriarch iharAl; 
«ot -wo Metropolitans may he given Stati cons (iv-ders 
v.t appoint Metropolitans, \j.) Ramb&a 

. Cli<*jva’gh£sv > s*f- ty secrated w.v be appointed 
a^Aisra^i and surrv££.;-r. co the Matankara 
pohran Tc x^A-a*: :• p- r son as sitfV£\ ; .-*>f*it> the 
Malankaru ?*u *ropo. : si.»:«, wKc^^eHuich was alive 
and functioning. i> r :-£■’<* violation of the Canons and 
practices of >•_ Cic-rch as well a* of all secular 
taws, the • a! -n*rcb .’id not comply with the latter 
part of iH --l J request, but appointed Dionysius 
Gheevarghes*.- simply as assistant to the MaL-nkara 
Metropolitan. Highly dissatisfied with this act of 
the Patriarch, Mar. ‘Dionysius Gheevarughese came 
awav from Jerusalem to Malabar. Now the Patri- 
arch started on his episcopal tour to Malabar, and on 
the way visited His Majesty king Edward VU, 
Emperor of India, in London The Emperor recogn- 
ising the greatness of His Holiness presented him 
with a gold >^uda!. With letters of introduction 



from the secretary of stu. -• for “la: il 1 --. . * u »e ; u vh 
arrived in India in 1909 m,’ v.av -m-O-v ;■'■ *’• a 
by the governor of Madras; c Mice h* o.-ur- 1 '" »•-> 
Cochin and Travancore. the &■.;.•• .Melons ** j£.i«» 
states also received him with honour. 

Dionysius Ghee vr.ru ghes- - j • • -u-u s . 

While Patriarch Jgr.atu* .Vociuiia wit' * R 
London, Mar Diou> ; us to3e*'h, tnc Malankj 5 *"- 
Metropolitan expired at f -.oL.*v vn. before his demsv 
Mar Dionysius Ci :f v\ d.oghcse tried . : ns bes" to 
induce Mar Dionysius j-.*s e ph to write a \v»ii If— 
qeathing the- Malankara Metiopolitanship ‘or 1 
But such r hine ' T-g against all Canons and pra- 
ctices a.*. w-_u as against all secular laws. Mat Diony- 
sius refused do so. Consequently a-. v‘on 

Hr in..* -vpired Dionysius Gheevaruglu sc ■rimr.di 
cablet, to the Patriarch in London to issue orders 
appoi -vng him M«dankura Metropolitan. E*. r 
the Patriarch cabled back to Malabar and asked Mar 
Eustathius, the delegate for information as to who 
was elected Malankara Metropolitan by the priests 
and people The delegate cabled in reply that 
priests and people had elected Dionysius bint* 1 - 
varughese. On the receipt of this the Patriarch 
issued orders appointing Mar Dionysius Of «*- 
varughese as Malankara Metropolitan. Immedi: -.teiy 
after this Mar Dionysius called a meeting oi the. 
Managing Committee, at which the following two 
resolutions were passed against all justice and equity, 
making Dionysius an irresponsible autocrat in 
the Church; for by this time the majority of the 
committee members had formed a clique with Mar 
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D'onvsius The resolutions are:- (i) That in 
of a difference of opinion among the three 
trustees in the management of Church affairs, the 
Metropolitan had the power to act on his own res- 
ponsibility even if the opinion of both the co-trustees 
bv against his. (2; That the three keys of the 
tr.r M'.y which should be in the possession of the 3 
trustee* could all be kept by the Metropolitan himself, 
linn.-, jisit.iy after this Dionysius sold away a pr> 
perj\ whicr the community had in the seaport of 
Alleppev « iv'iout consulting his co-trustees. By 
A these two resolutions passed in 1909 and 
the enforcement of the powers invested In him there- 
by. Diony«sit:« Gheevarughese crossed the Rubicon to 
fight agai 'Si the democratic element in the manage- 
ment the community properties Though more 
than qu r .tr ot a c**r.iury has elapsed since the dis- 
Cord-appi< ot ; utu-cracy fell into the midst of the 
com:- unity, the battle? that were raging in the 
c . mnuMv * ever since, marring its fair name and 
sapping all its resources, have not yet terminated. 
Arm-.:! with ?utocr**»c powers, he began to do things 
in his own way anti in opposition to the opinion of 
co- trustees. The trustees protected against the excer- 
cise o- his absolute power, but in vain. The- com- 
munity w a> -olit up into two parties, one advocating 
thecai:-;.y he rauocrat Dionysius; and the other, 
the cause of f b-s ;o-trusties. The latter wanted to 
apply ■•check on the absolute powers- of the 

Metropolitan. Jt was hK this crisis that Patriarch 
Ignatius Abdulla, the very person who consecrated 
Mar Dionysius reached Malabar as described in 
the previous para. After consulting the Metropolitans 
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and others interested in and responsible for the wel- 
fare of the community, the Patriarch convened a 
general assembly of the representatives of all the 
Churches at the Kottayam Syrian Seminary in 1909 
for the purpose of finding out the requirements of 
the community. By the time the assembly met, 
several complaints regarding the auto-cracy ol 
Mar Dionysius had reached the Patriarch. The 
assembly gathered together. The speech opening 
the assembly was delivered by the Patriarch, in 
which he asked the members to deliberate among 
themselves and formulate their requirements.. The 
Patriarch having left the assembly, when the mem- 
bers were carrying on their delibrat ons, some of the 
representatives of the assembly wanted to consider 
about the proprietv of the committee resolutions 
making Dionysius an autocrat. Then the partisans 
of the Metropolitan effected a digression of the point 
under discussion by declaring in the assembly that 
the Patriarch desired to interfere with the temporal 
affairs ot the Community. Immediately some of the 
partisans of Dionysius delivered thundering denunc.- 
ations against the Patriarch. 1 his was not liked by 
several members of the assembly. In short the 
assembly ended in confusion. 

Autocrat — Aggressive. 

As soon as the Patriarch knew of the above, the 
very next day, he made an open declaration in the 
midst of a big assembly in the Seminary Chapel, that 
he never meant to interfere with the temporalities'ot 
the community. But the partisans of Dionysius were 
not satisfied with this. Pamphlets and public meet- 



ings impeaching the Patriarch became very common 
among the partisans of Dionysius, ihough the latter 
pretended to be innocent of all these things. After 
nublishing about a dozen pamphlets to prejudice the 
public mind against th*r Patriarch, a meeting of the 
Dionysius partisans was held in 1910 at the Kottayam 
\i D. Seminary, a high School, whos; Manager 
was none other than Dionysius h mself. The presi- 
dent of the meeting was a priest who was 9 close friend 
of the Metropolitan and all the speakers in the meet- 
ing were persons who were under obligations to 
Dionysius. The Patriarch was eloquently cried down 
at the meeting. Now the Patriarch ordered Diony- 
sius to try the president priest and to report on the 
conduct of the meeting; but he refused to do so. 
Vet the president priest feeling sorry for his conduct 
in the meeting, appeared before the Patriarch and 
tendered an unconditional apology. This apology 
was published in several news papers. 

Excomm u ni cat ion. 

Then Dionysius instigated his part sans to 
eon:oct actions of law against the persons who dis- 
puted his autocracy with a view to intimidate them 
and through them the Patriarch as well. As a result 
his partisans fabricated a charge of robbery of 
Church money against a priest of the Karingasara 
Church, in the Cochin state, in which Church the 
Patriarcn was then residing. Influencing the Police, 
the Dionysian partisans got the priest hand-cuffed, 
brought him to the presence of the Patriarch; and 
then led him away to the prison. But to the great . 
dismay of the Metropolitan, the priest was honourably 
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acquitted. Sever*; such acts tv ere committed hy 
o.v) 3 IU 3 and h ; :s partisans The Patriarch was ali 
the while advising Mar Dionysius 'o mend his wsvs. 

It was all of no avail. Consequently the Patriarch in 
consultation with the Metropolitan syond in Malabar 
Excommunicated Dionysius Gheevarughese in 191 1. 
Subsequently after making all necessary arrange- 
ments 'o i : the Government of the Church at the 
synod heh"* ui Alwaye in 1911, Patriarch Ignatius 
Abdulla left Malabar lor S\rij. 

A Pretender— On the Scene. 

On being excommunicated Dionysius Ghee- 
varugnese got down from Syria a person said to he 
Abdul Messiah, a deposed Patriarch of Antioch 
Dionysius tried his best to secure for Abdul Messiah, 
interviews with the sovereigns of Travancore & 
Cochin. But they refused to receive him, since he 
had not come with any credentials from the British 
Government as was the custom when Patriarchs visi- 
ted these states. Further these Governments are 
said to have received Communications from the 
Turkish authorities through the British Government 
that Abdul Messiah was at that time no Church 
dignitary whatever in the Syrian Church there, and 
that Patriarch Ignatius Abdulla was the only Patri- 
arch of the Syrians at that time. Extracts from the 
Communication of the Turkish Government are given 
in the appendix marked D. During Abdul Messiah^ 
stay in Malabar he appointed a person in the name 
of Catholicos of the East as a rival of the true Patri- 
arch, thereby orginating a Schism in the Malabar 
Syrian Church. He created a few Bishops also. But 
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Ai»aa! Messiah being only a pretender and not the 
real Patriarch, those whom he created aiso are mere 
pretenders. \11 these pretenders were then declared 
to be out (;t the pale ot the Church by Pairiajch 
Ignatius Abdulla. Extracts from the translation of 
diese declarations are given in the appendix marked 
E. In 19 IS Patriarch Ignatius Abdulla passed away 
in jerv-s'di-m was succeeded by Patriarch 

Ignatius Elias. This new Patriarch also sent Bulls 
ieg'irding the u [.canonical position of Dionysius 
and his partisans Extracts from this Bull are 
given in fir.- app'-mli* marked F. 

Evidences for Abdu 1 Messiah’s Pretension. 

That Abdul Messiah s wa> a mere pretender and 
that he had no position at all in the Antiochian See 
when he came over to Malabar, were facts well 
known to Dionysius and his partisans, as is eviden- 
ced by the following events, (i) Dionysius Gheevaru- 
giiese himself was consecrated Metropolitan by 
Patriarch lgnariu Abdulla, when Abdul Messiah was 
in Syria. (2) The Malay ala Manoratna, a staunch 
advocate and practically the organ of the Dionysius 
party has said that whatever might be the reason, it 
ua quire certain th** Abdul Messiah iivd to abdicate 
his throne. (3 ) In a meeting of the partisans Diony- 
sius conducted on the 22nd ol Chingam 1087 ie 1911 
in the Kottayam M. D. Seminary the following resolu- 
tionw as unanimously p?ssed as proposed by Mr E- J. 
John B. A. B L the most prominent person in thfe 
Dionysian party; “since letters from AbdulMessiati 
have been received, it was resolved that a com- 
mission consisting of Rambans Gheevaru'gh^se 
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A Conversation— Pretender in te rror oi his Own 
Attend* nts. 

On the morning of the creation of the tirsc 
Catholicos cricumstances so happened that the 
following conversation took place between Abdul 
Messiah and Fr. P. T. Gheevarughese, M. A., who, 
under directions from Dionysius Gheevarughese, got 
down the pretender to Malabar • from Syria. Very 
early in the morning of that day Fr. Gheevarughese 
knowing from Metropolitan Dionysius Gheevarughese 
that Abdul Messiah was not prepared to create a 
Cathol cos, was found trotting in the direction of 
Abdul Messiah's room. He entered the. room 
and the'- following conversation tookplace between 
them. This conversation is taken from a Malayalam 
Publication of Fr. Gheevarughese himself. 

IT. GhcevarugIiese;-\Vhat is it that l hear? A 
greater disgrace cannot happen. In future will your 
Holines\- commands be believed Ly the people? 
will tin y feel love and loyalty to your Holiness? It ts 
not today that we beg^n to petition to your Holiness 
that wi; may be granted a Catholicos. I wrote to 
your Holiness about this even in my first letter* 
Did I not repeat the same in all my subsequent lett- 
ers? Your Holiness has made statements agreeable 
to that in all the orders sent to us. , Did not myself 
and their Lordships the Metropolitans apply for the 
same even after your arrival here? I cannot under- 
stand why your Holiness who did not raise any obj- 
ection to it on any oi those occasions, speak in this 
way at the critical time. 

Abdul Mes$iah:-Mv dear son, what are we tc do? 
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Kallacheri, Ghe varughese Karuchira and Kuriakose 
Pezhamaitam with two other Eng ish knowing 
persons shall be sent to Syria to ascertain from thei? 
what the opinion of the Majilees and the public o l 
Jacobite Syrian Church of Antioch regarding Abdul* 
Messiah is, as well as what his status is among the 
Church dignitaries of the place.’’ If he were the 
realPatriarch as is contended, why should they pro- 
pose to make such an enquiry? But no such com- 
mission conducted any enquiry nor made any decla- 
ration regarding the status of Abdul Messiah in Syria. 

(4) Whiie Abdul Messiah was in Malabar, though 
several leaders of the Dionysius party insisted that 
he should show them his passport, he did not show 
it to any of them. It is stated that his pasport 
showed that his status was that of a layman only. 

(5) When Patriarch Ignatius Abdulla was in Mala- 
bar, Dionysius Gs. finding that the Patriarch would 
not approve of his autocracy, allowed his rightband- 
man Fr. P. T. Gheevarughese M. A. to correspond 
with the deposed Patriarch. Knowing of this Patri- 
arch Ignatius Abdulla questioned Dionysius regard- 
ing the same, and Dionysius denied that he was 
carrying on any correspondence with Abdul Messiah. 
If Abdul Messiah were the realPatriarch, why should 
Dionysius deny* that he was communicating with 
him. If Abdul Messiah were such, — Dionysius was 
the very person who should have carried on corres- 
pondence with him, and he must not have allowed 
Fr. P. T. Gheevarughese to do so. (6) Several 
circulars issued during the time of Mar Dionysius 
Joseph, and long before the present Schism, clearly 
snow that Abdul Messiah was deposed from the 
Patriarchal throne of Antioch. 



— 17 — 


A Conversation — Pretender ir terror ot his Own 
Attendants. 

On the morning of the creation oi the first 
Otholicos cricumstances so happened that the 
following conversation took place between Abdul 
Messiah and Fr. P. T. Gheevarughese, M. A., who. 
under directions from Dionysius Gheevarughese, got 
down the pretender to Malabar - from Syria. Very 
early in the morning of that day Fr. Gheevarughee-% 
knowing from Metropolitan Dionysius Gheevarughese 
that Abdul Messiah was not prepared to create a 
Carhol cos, was found trotting i:\ the direction of 
Abdul Messiah's room. He entered the. room 
and the following conversation tookplace between 
them. This conversation is taken from a Malayalam 
Publication of Fr. Gheevarughese himself. 

Fr. Gheevarughese:-\Vhat is it that I hear? A 
greater disgrace cannot happen. In future will your 
Holines's commands be believed by the people? 
will they feel love and loyalty to your Holiness: It is 
not today that we began, to petition to your Holiness 
that we may be granted a Catholicos. 1 wrote to 
your Holiness about this even in my fir-i letter* 
Did I not repeat the same in all my subsequent lett- 
ers? Your Holiness has made statements agreeable 
to that in all the orders sent to us. ^ Did not m} self 
and their Lordships the Metropolitans apply for the 
same even after your arrival here? 1 canuot under- 
stand why your Holiness who did not raise any obj- 
ection to it on any of those occasions, speak in tnis 
way at the critical time. 

Abdul Messiah:-\lv dear son, what are we to do- 
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So far as we are concerned there is no objectin 
whatever to the establishment of the Catholicate. 
You must not misunderstand us. 

Gheevarughese:-Then let us go to the Church. 

Abdul Messiah:-Wait, we have not finished the 
whole. That, will not at all be pleasing to our own 
Countrymen. Do you not also feel that it is likely ? 
certainly, it must be highly displeasing to them. 
Should we not seriously consider about it ? 

Gheevarughese:-Let it be pleasing or displeasing 
to them. Your Holiness must comlpv with our 
request. 

Abdul Messiah: We have no objection whatever. 
May we be mort ^xplict? It is quite plain to us 
now that both the Rambans who have come with us 
hold an opini n' unfavourable to this affair. They 
told uf Iasi that in case we do anythig dis- 

regarding their words, they will throw us into the 
sea from the steamer during the return journey. 
Does my son realise V r »u great a danger has befallen 
us ? 

Gheevarughese:-Your Holiness — afraid of these 
Rambans! There is no - »cessity whatever for it. 
They cannot carry out any!?; • v they think of 

Abdul Messiah :-*How shall v. 1 be encouraged by 
your saying so? Will you accompany us till we 
reach our native place? That is what we want to 
know. 

Gheevarughese:-! shall certainly be with your 
Holiness as far as Bombay. I shall return only after 
getting you into the steamer. Jf your Holiness de- 



mand of me there, that it is absolutely necessary for 
me to accompany your Holiness further, 1 am prep- 
ared for that also. I May leave your Holiness in rr :r 
native place. Is it sufficient f 

Abdul Messiha:-We have fear ot the Rambans 
in another direction. When we speak; we must 
candid. If we have anv money in our possession,, 
will they not try to rob us of it ? What can we, 
old man. do then ? 

Gheevarughese:-! have unde/suod every thin^ 
now. Your Holiness need not be afraid on an? ot 
these grounds. If I have life — so much only I say at 
present. Having come here undergoi ng great trouble, 
in case your Holiness jeturn witho ut c arrying out 
the real object, it will be a ground for serious loss 
a nd so rrow to your Holiness as well as to the Malabar 
Church. Your Holiness must never break your pro- 
mises. A huge crowd has gathered in the Church- 
May vour Holiness go dow'n to the Church. 

Abdul Messiah:-Oh, We are ready. 

Thus Abdull Messiah went down to the Church 
and created the first Catholicos, w ho was a man deaf 
from old age. On account of imbecility due to old 
age, Patriarch Ignatius Abdulla had ordered n is re- 
tirement, and he was keeping quiet in his own 
pa»ish Church. Tantalised by the grand name of 
the Catholicoa of the East, he submitted himself to 
*>e raised to the position of that high sounding 
Church digairarv. In addition to the Catholicos, a 
few Bishops also wr :e created u v Abdul Messiah. 
Having accomplished all these, frr. Gheevarughese 
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accompanied Abdul Messiah to Bombay according 
to his promise and he describes that journey as 
follows in his own words: “Are we not really bound 
to consider earnestly about the fear of danger of His 
Holiness- who has graciously granted a permanent 
boon to the Malankara Church ? I knew that His 
Holiness, had in his possession a large amount of 
money received from several persons. 1 realised the 
dangers he may experience on account of that from 
the beastly men. Rambans also got amounts greater 
than they expected. 1 was for long considering as 
to how the interests of His Holiness could be prot- 
ected without effecting a quarrel between the two 
parties. All of us reached Bombay. 1 undersood 
that an agreement was arrived at between them that 
His Holiness and the Rambans should each bear 
their own travelling expenses from Bombay on- 
wards out of the money in possession c-f each ” 

[Well, Reader, please, pause ai'.d consider 
whether such an arrangement mig:-- have been 
arrived at, if the: party were a Patri.n-di and his two 
attendant Rambans.*' Does it i\-:\ 7 -i*.»aek rather us the 
members of a gang wh-. coniim.v cd a high wav rob. 
bery and divided their spoils, that each-.m.-u* ir. his 
own way ad spend for out of his own pock- 

ets? Folio wing the agreement among the pa. 
father Gheevarughese found out a g od Revise to 
protect His Holiness from the Rambans. So* he told 
the Rambans as foliows’-Several kinds ot 
start from here.' The best of the?? is x\v~? 
steamer Though it is quite compcrtable, it is verv 
costly. There are other steamers which are less costly. 
There is nothing to be said against these < ,*:cept ihr’t 



tl ese roach the destination inter. Would you 

go in the P & O steamer, or iti some other i Let His 
Holiness traval in the P & O itself. How do you decide? 
The Rumbans agreed that His Holiness might go 
in the ? & O and that they would go in some other 
less costly steamer. Having made all these arrange- 
ments, Father Gheevarughese asked His Holiness 
whether he should also accompany him to Syria:-, 
and H is Holiness replied, no, my son, we are per- 
fectly satisfied. 

Now may the writer take the liberty of reques- 
ting the readers to seriously pander over the situ- 
ation. An old man, a native of the Turkish Empire, 
styling himself to be the Patriarch of Antioch, a 
Church dignitary of the highest order that has an esta- 
blished position in the whole Christian world, comes 
to Malabar with two attendants said to be Rambans or 
monks, without any credentials from any constituted 
authority in any part of the world that he is such as 
he pretends himself to be, is received as such by an 
excommunicated Metropolitan and his followers who 
constitute a schismatic party in the Malabar Syrian 
Church, does not show his passport to his own 
Malabar friends, does not visit the viceroy or gover- 
nors oi M ah. ".Rajas as is the custom when such emi. 
nent p rsonc tour about. Several influential persons 
in Tra'’3»i£»vi a: t! Cochin such as messrs E. J. John 
P A. P. L., the iion of the Travancore High Court 
Bar, M A. Cbacko B. A., the Police Commissioner 
of the Cochin state, K. C. Mammen Mc.ppilay, the 
Editor of the Malaysia ManoRama and several cdvzrs 
following these three persons pay homage Ti r»::n 
with all the reverence due to the Patriarch of A&cioch, 



The schismatic section of the Syrian Church petition 
to him to institute a Catholicate; he retracts his offer 
of the Catholicate previously made presumably out of 
fear for his two attendant Kambans. He fears that 
the Rambans may throw him in to the sea and rob 
him of the money in his possession, sees that he 
gets plenty of money, the Rambans also getting- 
amounts more than they desired for, grants the boon 
of the Catholicate having been coaxed to do so by 
Father I*. T. Gheevarughese M. A. (at present Arch 
Bishop Ivanios of the Roman Catholic C.nurch), 
returns alone in a steamer sending the Ran -bans 
away in another for want of courage 10 travel with 
them. Is it possible that all these happened n the 
20th century? Can the reader find a parallel to this 
except in the character of the young pretender of the 
’45 rehellion? 

Eastern Church Canon on Validity of Order s. 

Now it may be considered whether according to 
the canons and practices of the Eastern Church an 
ordination of the present type as that performed by 
Abdul Messiah and the Catholicos made by him is 
valid or not. This information can be had from an 
article in the Living Church by VV. A. Wigram or. 
the schism in the Albanian Church as given below- 

In 1936 the Church of Albania demanded auto- 
cephalus status of the Ecumenical Patriarch oi Con- 
stantinople and the gift was refused on certain 
grounds. The Independence party being impatient, 
got the Serbian Bishops to consecrate four predates 
tor them. The new prelates met in synod and de 



dared iheir Church auto-cephalus The Government 
of the land supported them and gave them a charter 
to that effect. The Ecumenical Patriarch declared 
that th * consecration was void ah initio and that the 
men w re merely monks still. The orthodox canon 
law declared that the rite was void on the theory that 
it is the Church, the body of Christ, the lifeblood of 
which is love, that has the power of continuing her 
own sa . « ainental life by ordination. It is the Church, 
in union with her d vine head, that gives the 
Bishops the right to exercise her powers within the 
sphere committed to them. While acting within it, 
they have all her powers, but if so far as left to themse-- 
Ives they go outside it, that act proves that the love 
which is ih e life-blood of the body has failed, and 
been cut off in them by their uwn act, and naturally 
power to act in the name of the Church has gone 
with it. Cut off the blood-supply from a hand, and 
u giv.s numb and powerless, and gar grene will soon 
supervene. This is how the Ortho-dox Church envi- 
sages the Apostolic succession; not mechanically, as 
\t golden pipe doum from the Apostclis”, but as the 
conti uiiy of a living body in union with its Head. 
Thus naturally on this principle, the four Albanian 
Bishops were told that they were not Bishops at ail. 
The weight of the Othodox opinion soon told upon 
them, and they admired their eri or As a prelimi- 
nary to an agreement, and to satisfy the law* of the 
land, i hey asked to be allowed to resign, formally, 
the office which they owned that they had never 
really received. They reverted to the status of 
monks. When this had been done, the leaders 
could request once more that the EcuminicaV 
patri-arch of Constantinople, under-whose Jurisdi- 
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ction they were from old, would reconsider the ques- 
tion of the bestowal of auto-cephalus status. I his 
was now done by the Patriarch in synod, and ihe 
grant was duly made. Every reasonable being will 
concede that this is a noble example for the schis- 
matics in the Malabar Syrian Church to follow. 

A forged Portrait of Abdul Messiah 

The Catholicos party wanted to publish in their 
magazine, “the orthodox church,” a picture of Abdul 
Messiah. Since no portrait of his with star decorations 
was available, some interested persons are said to 
have manufactured one by superimposing the head 
of Abdul Messiah on the body of the photo of Pat- 
riarch Ignatius Elias, producing bv trick photo- 
graphy a portrait, in which. Abdul Messih is seen 
wearing star decorations. A report about this clever 
and unscrupulous attempt was published in the 
maiayalam news paper “Sandcsam.” But nobody 
was bold enough to contradict it. This may be taken 
as an index to the morality of the practices adopted 
by the leading members of the Catholicos party. 

Catholicos-created-Metropolitans — un away to Rome 

Let us now consider about the history of the 
Catholicate established by Abdul Messiah. The first 
Catholicos was a deaf man due to old age; the second 
was a longstanding invalid. Both of them passed 
away shortly aiter their elevation to that office. The 
only Episcopal function performed by any of these 
two, was that the second of them made Father P. T 
Ciheevarughese M. A. into an Epescopa. Though the 
creation of the Catholicate was effected with the 




knowledge of Dionysius Gheevarughese, the ex-coitl- 
municated Malankaro Metropolitan, he neither 
openly took part in iis citation nor appeared to re- 
cognise the same. In the appointment of the third 
i e the present Catholicos, he came out from behind 
the scenes and co-operated rather actively, In a 
sworn evidence given before the Law Courts, 
Dionysius deposed that the catholicos was in certain 
respects a Church dignitary under him, and in 
certain other respects a Church dignitary above 
him. What a strange position for a High Church 
dignitary styling himself the Catholicos of alt 
the East and supposed by himself and the schis- 
matics with him to possess the power of consecr- 
ating Metropolitans for Malabar, as well as to take 
the lead in the election and consecration of the 
Patriarchs of Antioch, whenever that see falls vacant. 
Is there any other Church d'gnitary with a correspo- 
nding position anywhere in the whole Christian 
world? The present Catholicos consecrated Metro- 
politans Ivanios Gheevarughese and Tbeophilus 
Jacob. In consultation with Dionysius Gheevrughese, 
the Catholicos put this new Metropolitans in charge 
of an institution known as the Bethany. Under in- 
structions from Dionysius Gs. and the Caiholicos r the 
Metropolitans Ivanios and Theopiulus collected 
large sums of money from the public to develop the 
Bethany institution. No body knows how much 
money was raised or how it xvas spent. They worked 
the institution for some time, when they qnrrelled 
with Dionysius Gheevarughese and the Catholicos, 
deserted their faith, and ran away to the Roman 
Catholic faith with all that they had in their pos- 
session. In the Roman church Ivanios was made 
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an Archbishop and Theophilus his co-adjutor. Tlu-n 
Dionysius Gheevarughese filed -a su', . agarns* Arch- 
bishop Ivanios for the recovery ol tin* proper! ics 
carried away by him. The suit is still pending m 
the Law courts. 

To make up the loss of the two Metropolitans 
who escaped to the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Catho ‘:o)s again consecrated two other young men 
as Metropolitans. in Rheeiaxinos Gheevarughese and 
Severios Joseph. Of these Mar Pheelaxinos was put 
in charge of the Makkankunnu Seminary and the 
institutions attached to it as well as of several educa- 
tional institutions under Diomsius Gs. The manage- 
ment of these institutions by Rheelaxi.iOS was such 
that petitions against him reached the Catholico* 
and pamphlets of the same tone un ler the names of 
several schismatic priests were circulated in the 
spheres of his action. In his capacity as the man- 
ager of the educational institutions, he had a priest 
as a correspondent. The manager and the cones- - 
i undent quarrelled with each other. The correspo- 
ndent priest with a large number oi followers again 
escaped to the Roman Catholic Church. Some 
teachers under him have sued him for arrears ot 
salary due to them no body knows what the Catholi- 
eos has done with the petition's received by him. The 
other Metropolitan Mar Severios Joseph, a relative of 
Mar Dionysius Gheevarughese was put in charge of 
Parimala Seminary, a very rich institution. He was 
also concerned with the raising of several funds from 
among the schismatic* party. A few years’ manage- 
ment ot affairs bv this young Metropolitan made 
him very unpopular among the Ctftholicos party. 



Rumours :ogarding misappropriation of money were 
current. The Catholicos, at the instance of his own 
partisans, is said to have pressed him to submit an 
account oi his management of affairs. At this he 
quarrelled with the Catholicos. There was a rumour 
that lie was t / be dismissed from his place To 
avoid such a catastrophe he also ran away to the 
Roman Catholic Church with everything that he 
could take inyay with him. 

From the above, one can have a rough idea of 
the consequence of the schism originated by Abdul 
Messiah at the instance of Dionysius Gs. as well as 
the control die Catholicos is having over the Metro- 
politans created bv him. 

Autocrat Dionysius. 

In the preceding few paragraphs vve were trac- 
ing the development of the schismatic catholicate in 
the Malabar Church, in which Mar Dionysius Ghee- 
ft/arughese was working from behind the scenes* 
pk)vt let us go back a few yurs and watch his 
official acts. All this time he was trying to concen- 
trate all authority in the community within himself. 
He questioned the rigln of the community to check 
the accounts of the community money. that came into 
his possession. During the 'vhole of his lifetime he . 
never allowed anybody to audit the accounts kept in 
liis office. At the end of 18 years after he assumed 
charge of the community affairs, he wanted to realise 
an amount of over twelve thousand Rupees from The 
community for that period. For this h* took a sumV 
merv of these eighteen years’ account into the 
managing committee and caused it to pass a resolu- 



— 28— 


tion approving the 18 years accounts without a proper 
auditing of the same. According to that account 
the community became a debtor to the Metropolitan 
for an amount of over 12000 Rs. 

Moreover for a period of about 15 years he car. 
ried o ? < actions in the Law Courts. I here he lowered 
himself as to state on oath that he did not know who 
consecrated him a Metropolitan or who laid hands 
on his head at his consecration as a Metropolitan. 
A perusal c: the deposition given by Dionysius in the 
law courts will clearly show anybody the real chrac- 
ter of the man. The High Court of Travancore was 
compelled to declare that “his standard rectitude is 
not of a high order.” When he failed in his at- 
tempts through the low courts in 1928, he went to 
Patriarch Ignatius Elias in Syria and tried to have 
his ex-communication cancelled. His Holiness laid 
down certain terms for its cancellation Dionysius 
agreed to fulfil the conditions imposed on him in 
Malabar. The Patriaich also offered to cancel his 
ex-communication, who had satisfied his conditions. 
Consequently Mar Julius Elias Metropolitan was sent 
with a Bull to Malabar along with Mar Dionysius. A 
translation of this Bull is given in the appendix mar- 
ked G. But when Dionysius reached Malabar, he 
refused to fulfil the conditions and this ex-communi 
cation remain uncancelled. 

Patriarch Ignatius Elias — attempt at peace 

By this time the news of the revolutionary schism 
in the Syrian Church and of the evils arising there- 
from reached His Excellency Lord Irvin while 
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Viceory of India. Since His Lord ship loved the 
Syrian Church very much, he invited Patriarch 
Ignatius'EIias to come over to India for making peace 
in the Malabar Church. In spite of His Holines’s 
ill-health, lie readily came over to India, held a 
delibration with the Viceroy on the Malabar Church 
affairs at Delhi in 1931, and thence proceeded to 
Cochin and Travancore, the sovereigns of which 
Spates also received him with great honour. As soon 
aii the Patriarch stepped into-Travancore, Dionysius 
Gheevurughese met him at Always, expressing 
sorrow for his past conduct. Consequently the 
Patriarch cancelled his ex-communication in the 
hope that the Metropolitan would improve his ways 
thereafter. In the course of H»s Holiness’s tour in 
Malabar, he convened a general assembly of the 
representatives of all the churches ; n Malabar at the 
Kuruppumpadi Church and there made an open 
declaration that Abdul Messih was a deposed Patri- 
arch and that the ordination supposed to be given 
bv him for the Catholicos and the Metropolitans 
were ail invalid. All the prominent leaders of the 
Catholico’s party were present at the meeting. Sub- 
sequently when the Patriarch was touring in Central 
Travancore, trying to win over the schismatic party 
to the mother church, he breathed his last to the 
great sorrow of the Syrian Church in 1932. Then 
the Holy Synod assembled, elected and consecrated 
the present Moran Mar Ignat us Ephraim as Patr- 
arch in 1933. 

Death of Dionysius Gheevarughese-another attempt 
at peace . 

Some time after the accession of Mar Ignatius 
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Ephraim to the Patriarchate, the Malankara Metro 
poll tin : Dionysius Gheevarughese died in 1934- 
Some time' before his death, he is said to have 
written a will disposing of the common properties oi 
the community as if they were his own. This wil! 
has become a subject of litigation in the law courts. 
Immediately' after the death of Dionysius, a tew 
people from both the parties met together and sent 
the present Catholicos to the Patriarch in Syria for 
making peace in the Church. They had also given 
to the Catholicos certain terms as the basis of the 
peace talk. When he reached the Patriarch, the 
latter asked him whether he had brought any creden- 
tials from his own partisans to the effect that they 
would abide hy what he agreed to in the presence of 
the Patrateh. He replied that he had not brought 
any such. Then in the course of the peace talk, the 
Catholicos, without making use of the peace terms 
given him by the people, dictated his own terms. At 
this the Patrarch asked him about the terms given 
him bv the people, but he said that he had not ac- 
cepted those terms Then the Patriarch required of 
him to give him in writing the purpose ok his visit 
to the Patriarch, which also he refused to do- Bru- 
shing aside this unjustifiable attitude on the part of 
the Catholicos, the Patriarch assembled his Synod, 
framed certain terms for bringing about peace in the 
Malabar Church and offered the same to the Cathol- 
ic os in black and white. During the two months 
the Catholicos was in Syria he showed himself a very 
unsteady man. unable to tackle with grave matters 
and thereby spoiled a very fine opportunity for mak- 
peace in the Church. At times he agreed to 
certain terms framed by the Patriarch, but later on 
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when he had a conversation with hi< attendants he 
retracted his former agreements, in the end here- 
turned to Malabar without giving any recorded reply 
to the Patriarch for the peace terms given him in 
writing. 

Just think of a man who considers himself as the 
Catholrcos of all the East and who has a considerable 
followir. g in the Syrian Church, being sent by his 
followers and well wishers to the Patriarch, the 
supreme head of the Syrian Church, thousandS|-of 
miles away! He goes without any credentials even 
from his own followers, is not prepared to give the 
Patriarch in writing why he went over there, does not 
produce the terms of peace-talk given him by his sen- 
ders, dictates his’own terms for a peace in the church, 
is offered certain terms tor effecting peace in the 
church, changes his opinion about the terms of peace 
every time he talks to his two attendant priests, and 
comes away without giving any recorded reply for 
the terms offered to him. What will a civilised per- 
son think of the business capacity and mental calib-e 
of the person concerned. He returns to Malabar. 
Here he delivers and address in an assembly saying 
that had it not been for the letters and cable grams 
he received from his partisans in Malabar, he might * 
have made peace with the Patriarch. Sc*ne of l)js • 
partisans publish a book givingfalse news about the 
experience of the Catholicos in Syria ancj putting 
some of the false news into the mouth cf the Anglic&j) 

| Bishop in Jerusalem whose guest the CathpUcos was 
at Jerusalem. Mr. E. P. Mathew B. A. B. L. Advocate* 
High Court, Travancore, writes to the Jerusalem 
Bishop, whose archdeacon contradicts ihe false state- 
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ments put into the mouth of the Bishop What can 
gentlemen think of the honesty and straight for- 
wardness displayed in the above acts. 

An attempt at a constitut ion by the Catholicos party. 

Disregarding the ancient constitution of the 
Syrian Church in compliance with the canons of the 
Ecumenincal synods and the time honoured practices 
of Malabar, the prominent lay leaders of the Schis- 
matic party are attempting to force a constitution in 
the Churches under the control of the party. This 
newly formulated constitution was submitted for 
sanction to Mar. Dionysius Gheevrughese, the 
originator of the schism. He found it highly un- 
desirable and refused sanction the same. La r er on 
after the death of Mar Dionysius the leaders were 
able to pitch-fork the constitution on the party. 
Bishop Mar Severios Joseph B. A. who worked the 
constitution for a few years, in an open letter to the 
Catholicos says as follows regarding it: — “The con- 
stitution which is newly attempted to be brought into 
practice in the Orthodox Church (there means 
ihe Schismatic Church under the Catholicos) is in 
direct violation of the Principles of Church Govern- 
ment on Episcopal lines, the ancient practices in the 
Church as well as the canons of the Jacobite Church. 
Your grace, the other metropolitans of the party as 
well as mvseif are well aware that the new consti- 
tution over throws the privileges divinely invested in 
priest-hood. I reiterate this from what your grace has 
discoursed to us, quoting passages from the Hudava 
canon”. Though this open letter was published in 
several prominent news papers in Malabar, none of 



the promoters of the constitution has come forward 
with any contradiction to this and several other 
charge^ made by Bishop Severios against the schis- 
matics. From this one may legitimately infer about 
the anti-episcopalian and uncatholic tendenciesof the 
leaders of the schismatic party. 

Recently finding that three of the schismatic 
Bishops have gone over to the Roman Catholic 
Church, the constitution makers convened a council 
of the schismatics for passing a resoluton that in 
future a registered document shall be taken from the 
Bishops prior io their consecration to the effect that 
it any of them apostatise, the Orthodox Church shall 
realise an indemnity of ten thousand Rupees from 
him. Though these was a stout opposition regarding 
fhts from the present Bishops, the proposers were 
able to pass the resoiuil Fr«m the above one 
can have a rough estimate of the type of men the 
Orthodox Church is getting as Bishops. 


The sense of responsibility exhibited by the auto- 
crat Dionysius Gheevarughese in money matters. 

Mar Dionysius Gheevarughese never allowed 
anybody to audit the accounts maintained by him as 
Malankara Metropolitan, as is doneby everybody who 
teeis the responsibility for the public money entrust- 
ed to him. Vet after his death some of the schis- 
matic loaders had good sense to have his accounts 
audited hv Mr. T. Joseph B. A of the Travaneore 
State Account Department and a member of several 
councils of the schismatic party. But the report 
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which the auditor submitted has never seen the 
light of day, 

In this connection a word may be said about 
Dionysius' . anticedents in money matters. Be- 
fore he became a Metropolitan he was handling 
large sums of money derived from the rich insti- 
tutions of Parimala, M. D. Seminary &c. He was 
tresurar to the M- D. Seminary lottery which brought 
the Seminary over half a lakh of Rupees. How all 
these money has been spent was not revealed to the 
public. Again he was treasurar to the Dionysius 
Joseph golden Jubilee, which brought the community 
an income of over fifteen thousands Rupees. This 
latter fund was allotted for the translation of the 
Syriac Bible into Malayalam. But the Bible has not 
yet been translated and nobody knows where the 
money is. Perhaps he knew well how to make friends 
with the unrighteous Mammon. No wonder that the 
Association Committee formed a clique with him 
and was prepared to pass any resolution at his 
bidding. 

Conclusion. 

Prom the above the reader can plainly under- 
stand how gross irregularities are committed in the 
Syrian Church in matters temporal as well, a* 
spiritual and how all attempts at settling matter.* 
amicably, have been spoiled. After the return of tht 
head of the schismatic party from Homs, Patriarch 
Ignatius Ephraim sent a general circular to all 
the Churches in Malabar, describing how all tht 
endeavours at peace fell through owing to the 



irresponsible attitude adopted by the head of the 
schism itics. Extracts from the translation of this 
circular are given in the appendix marked H. 

There are five Metropolitans in Malabar duly 
consecrated by the Patriarch of Antioch. None of 
them are in communion with the Catholicos or the 
Bishops created bv him. Now that the rectification 
of the schismatics has been found to be an im- 
possibility, the mother church has to clear the weeds 
of its fields. For this a meeting of the represent- 
atives of all the Syrian Churchs assembled at the 
Karingasra Church, in the Cochin State. The mem- 
bers were elected for the democratic assocation of 
100 which had been revived in 1911 at the Alwaye 
synod by Patriarch Ignatius Abdulla. The members 
for the central executive committee of 24 also were 
elected. A president Metropolitan, a priest trustee 
and lay trustee have also been elected. These have 
been requested to set right the irregularities in the 
community. 
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APPENDIX. 

THE RESOLUTION OF THE SYNOD WHICH 
DEPOSED ABDUL MAS1H. 

TRANSLATION OF VERNACULAR TEXT. 

The spiritual Sunodos (Synod) convened through 
the inspiration of the Holy Trinity at Dair-uz- 
zaafaran, the Holy Apostolic See of Antioch in con- 
nection with Mar Abdul Masih the 2nd., Patriarch of 
the (Authentical Creed Syrians) Syrian Orthodox or 
Jacobite Church, and discussed in search of his un- 
pleasant conduct and inefficiency in Churchal and 
general administration affairs and proved guilty as 
follows: — 

(1) He promoter illiterate and unworthy 
ecclesiastical members to Sacerdotal Dignitaries ot 
whom especially one Monsour al Amadi a new 
convert o» a notorious bad reputation. 

(2) He had taken to drunkenness and his 
conduct was vain and shamefu' — he inflicted a curse 
upon the clergies and the community during the 
period of eight years. 

(3) He fell a victim of brain disorder 
publicly, as proved medically, as well as by his own 
mal and foolish doings. Therefore the sunodos 
decided the execution as follows: — 

1. The relinquishment of the patriarch under re- 
ference from the Supreme patriarchal See of Antioch 
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and after which he is not allowed to practise the office 
of the Sacerdotal Patriarchalship in the Church of 
Ciod. In case he takes the liberty of exercising any 
ordination — such ordination is considered as null. 

2. The sunodos decided the necessity of electing 
another Patri ireh for the Htly See of Antioch to be 
conducted under the Headship of the Acting patri- 
arch to be elected. 

3. The sunodos decreed to the effect of submit- 
ting th At decision to His Majesty our Sultin in order 
that His Majesty’ issue an order for the nullifying 
and vo.. lance of the relinquished Patriarch’s Firman 
and to permit the proceeding of executing a new 
election under the administration of the Acting 
Patriarch. 

We decreed the above on the JOth day of the 
month of October of the year 1903. 

SD/ Athanasius Yacub, Episkopos of Nisibin, 

,, Athanasius Afraim, ,, Dier Mar Gabriel. 

„ Athanasius Dinha, Bishop of Dair Mar AbhaL 

„ Qurillis Jerjiss, Bishop of Mardin and acting 
Patriarch- 

„ Yulus Behnam, Bishop of jazirah. 

,, 1 Thimathawos Pulus, the Episkopo and Act- 

ing Patriarch in Costantinople have concurred 
with the spiritual Sunodos and s.gned. 

„ l Dionyosius Behnam, Bishop of Mosul, yield- 
ed to what ever the spiritual S»:nodos proposed 
and signed. 

I Qurillis Elias, Bishop of Mar Malta in the' 
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East concurred with whatever the spiritual 
Sunodos decreed and signed. 

Sd/ I Aiwannais Elias, Bishop of Jerusalem con- 
curred with the spiritual sunodos and signed. 

This decision copied minutely from the Register 
of the Apostolic See of Antioch in the Patriarchate 
Chamber in the city of Mardin on the 6th of the 
month of April of the year 1929> 

SD/ Aiwannais Yukhanna Kandoor, 

Bishop and Acting Patriarch in Mardin. 
Certified true Translation of the Vernacular Text. 

(SD) Major, 
Administiative Inspector, 
Mosul, Liwa. 

Seal. 

Mosul — Iraq, 

First Class Magistrate. 

Date 

Mosul, dated 10 — 6 — 1929. 

B 

Letter addressed to Patriarch Ignatius Abdulla by 
Mar Dionysius Joseph and Mar Ieavanios 
Poulose to consecreate Mar 
Dionysius Gheevarughese and 
Mar Kurilos Poulose. 

In the name of the Lord, the preserver and 
elevator of the high position of Your Holiness's 
highpriest-hood. Oh our father and lord Mar Ignatius 



Abdulla II, the exalted Pairiairh of the Apostolic See 
of Antioch and all the Last, who is the Shepherd ot 
shepherds, the Father of fathers, the Lord of lords 
the Powerful over those having power and holder of 
the sceptie over the Ancient Syrian community, may 
your prayers be with us. Amen. 

We, the humble and sinful ministers of your Holi- 
ness, after kissing your sacied hands and feel, com- 
municate the following matters to you. Since we 
have seen that confusion and disorder have arisen in 
in the execution of Church mattersowing to the 
shortage of sufficient Metropolitans, which has 
occurred both bv the demise of cur brother Metro- 
politans and by the old age and illness of us two, we 
had requested Your Holiness to grant us permission 
to consecrate Metropolitans. Your Holiness at that 
time wrote to us that it is not meet to break the ancient 
law and canon, though His Holiness the late Patriarch 
Peter permitted it, in case of those strangers, who 
came to us. We received the order, respected it and 
kept silence. Afterwards, when we informed Your 
Holiness about the urgent need of getting Metro- 
politans consecrated for Malabar, Your Holiness 
graciously sent to us a bull and intimated us that, if 
owing to the difficulties of journey, it is impossible to 
send the elected candidates to Your Holiness, they 
would be ordained by your holy hands on Your 
arrva’ here, and that in case even such a delay is 
unendurable, they might be sent to Jerusalem before 
Easter, where they would be consecrated by your 
holy hands. Your Holiness has also related to us 
that journey to Jerusalem is easy and that Your 
Holiness would arrive at Jerusalem by the autumn 
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season. We were much rejoiced on reading this 
bull of Your Holiness and we glorified God. 
Accordingly we sent letter to all of our Churche s in 
the North as well as in the South of Malabar, calling 
together on 14th of lastSboth (27th of February) 
priests, noble persons and trustees of every parish, 
representing it, to advise as to how many persons 
and who should be selected and sent to Jerusalem, 
besides those two, who are already chosen. 

We and the Synod according to the will of Cud 
resolved that, since it is indisepensably necessary, 
the two previously elected candidates, the Rev: 
Rempan Paulose and the Rev: Rempati Gcevarghese, 
might be sent to Jerusalem to Your Holiness to he 
consecrated Metropolitans. If we are in need of 
more Bishops, we shall assemble together before 
Your Holiness on your arrival here and shall after 
consultation elect others, so that they may be con- 
secrated here by \ our Holiness- The resolution oi 
the Synod was recorded in a Government stamped 
paper, according to the local custom, and all those 
who were assembled signed.the same in confirmation. 
We have given a copy of the resolution of the syond 
in the hands of those elected, in order that they may 
take it with them and show it to Your Holiness. We 
request Your Holiness to return it to us after perusal, 
through the Rempans, when they come back after 
having been consecrated. We two, Your Holiness's 
ministers, have become advanced in age and stricken 
with illness and are so reduced in strength that we 
are not able to visit Churches and to manage and 
ameliorate the state of affairs and to execute the 
public business. Therefore we as well as the members 



of the Synod re<|ur>t Your Holiness to ordain lor 
Malabar these two condidates now* — R« v Rempan 
Poulose and the Rev Rempan Gecvarugii^sc. Aiter- 
wards, when Your Holiness visits ns, others can be 
ordained according- to the number oi Dioceses., into 
which the Church will then br divided by Your 
Holiness. Then Your Holiness can appoint them as 
Metro; * /litans of those Dioceses after giving them 
Statiko u So we request that these two persons 
maybe consecrated astheebcd Metropolitans, and such 
a statikon be given them till Your Holiness's arrival 
here. At that time Y. ur Holiness put things in order 
and consecrate others as well. But according to the 
nature and custom'of our land aTheebel Metropolitan, 
who is called Metropolitan of Malabar is very essen- 
tial. He is to have a special authority, besides th^ 
Diocesan Metropolitans to look after all the general 
and secular affairs of every Diocese. To have no 
person in this position is against the law and canon 
of the Travancore and Cochin Governments, as ^ell 
as against the decrees, made til! now about the 
Churches of Malabar. No person other than Metro- 
politan of Malabar, can rece : ve the interest of money 
deposited in the Government Bank for the education 
or Syrian pupils. As it is known to Your Holiness, 
Dionysius Metropolitan, one of us, carries on all 
affairs relating to the whole community as well as 
those to be transacted through the Government. He, 
owing to his oid age, illness and physical infirmity, 
is in great ne^d oi another Metropolitan to be his 
assistu it. So the members oi the Synod resolved 
that the Rev: Rempan Geevarughese might be or- 
dained and appointed by Your Holiness to this post, 
that he might assist him and manage the affairs, as 
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his subordina!'., according to his views and opinions 
and be his snc 'es-.nr over the Church. We also 
agree to it. We as well as Synod request Your Holi- 
ness to graciously appoint the Rev: Reinpan 
Geevarughese after his ordination, as the assistant 
of Dionysius Metropoliton. We hope, that Your 
Holiness will also be pleased with the Rem pan 
Geevarughese and will appoint him to this post 
according to our request 

Again we inform Your Holiness, that we have not 
get the Holy Oil (Mooron) with us here but only 
very little. The Holy Oil consecrated by His Holi- 
ness the late Patriarch Peter here in Malabar ha* 
been exhusted. We know, that when Your Holiness 
comes overhere, the Holy oil will be consecrated 
for us and it be given us. But now*, since a very 
small quantity is only left with us, we request that 
Your Holiness may send to us, as much of the Ho!v 
Oil as is found with you, so that we may not be found 
devoid oi the Holy Oil upto the time of Your Holi- 
ness's arrival here and its consecration. 

Again, Your Holiness has written that you are 
going to send to us the Rev: Rempan Sliba, with 
these persons after having him ordained Metro- 
politan. We are very glad of him, since we know 
that he is good, God fearing, scholarly and much 
worthy for the high position of a Metropolitan. There- 
tore we request Your Holiness to consecrate him 
Metropolitan and to sent! him as the Delegate and 
representative of Your Holiness, with these persons, 
who are going to be ordained. His Holiness Moran 
Mar Peter also. had so appointed the late Mar 



Athanasius Simon, the the malpan of the RevrRempan 
Sliba, as his delegate and had sent him to us. 

VVeask the welfare ot all cur Brother Metro- 
politans, priests, monks, deacons, nolbles and all 
those who are engaged in Your Holiness’s service. 

Bless us and give pardon. 
9th Odor 1908 

School of syrans at Kottavan. 

Dionysius (signed) Ivanios (signed). 

(seal) (seal) 
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Letter addressed to 1'ariarch Ignatius Abdulla 
by the members of the Association Com- 
mittee to consecrate Mar Dionysius 
Gheevarughese and Mar 
Kurilos Poulose- 

Moran Mar Igatius Abded Aaloh II, Patriarch of 
the Apostolic Throne of Antioch and all the East, 
who is High, Great, Praiseworthy, famous, chosen 
from the Mother s womb extremely beautiful in 
chaiaeter, having all respect and a high name* 
glorious in this generation. Father of Fathers, Mas- 
ter of Masters, Shepheid of Shepherds and who has 
received the power of St. Peter with authority over 
the ancient Jacobite Syrians in the Name of God 
who protects Your Holiness’s life, who elevates the 
Holiness of Your High Priesthood and who gives 
success to Your esteemed name. 
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May your prayers be a fortress for us j 
After kissing Your Holinesss’s sacred hands and j 
ho\y feet and rquesting your prayers and blessings 
by humbly kneeling and worshipping in submission 
both our body and spirit in your presence, we the 
humble and sinful, your servants and adherents: who 
are the members of the Association Committee of 
the Jacobite Syrian Church in Malabar humbly bring 
the following matters before Your Holy presence. 
When the late Patriarch Pathrose came to Malabar 
he sent Bulls to all churches and gathered together 
the priests, elders and trustees of every parish at 
the Mulanthuruthv Chucrh and decided that there 
should be a General Association to manage the 
temporal and general church affairs and that His 
Grace Mar Dionysius, the general Metropolitan ot 
Malankara should be its President. Since Your Holi- 
ness was present then, this matter is known unto 
you. From that day onwards this committee 
meets annually and when necessary. Many o its 
early members are dead and in their stead other 
members have been elected at the meetings subse- 
quently held. The number of tlit memb rs of the 
Committee has nor yet increased or decreased. It 
remains as before. At the present date, the members 
are eight priests beginning with Rev, Fr. Mathai Mal- 
pan of Konnattu and 24 members 'from the laity, 
like Koja Pathappen the son of Koja Ipuru- After 
the establishment ot the committee in this manner, 
a seal was made according to the order of the late 
Patriarch. We hope that Your Holiness would well 
recognise that seal since you have seen it and since 
ii was inscribed after the Syriac letters written bv Your 



hands- According to tin- * decision and 

the order of the late Patriarch His (dace Mar Diony- 
sius, the President of the committee conducted cases 
in District Courts, High Conn and Royal Court, 
suffered many afflictions and difficulties, fougnt a 
good fight, secured victory over the Reform Party 
and recovered the old Seminary at Kottayam, its pro- 
perties and the Trust Fund from them and released 
more than twenty churches from the slavery of that 
wicked section and secured the authority of the Apo- 
stolic throne of' Antioch over the Syrians in Malabar 
by the decisions of Judges and Kings, Like wise 
th f * committee and its President who is the General 
Metropolitan of Malankara are confirmed by the 
Government- Hence it is not polsible for the Com- 
mitttee and the President who is the General Metro- 
politan of Malankara to cease to exist When neces- 
sary the Metropolitan President calls together the 
Committee members and decides matters. In this 
wav according to the Committee’s usual practice 
and decision, at the order of His Grace Mar Diony- 
sius, the Committee members respected priests, 
elders and trustees from every church met together 
in. Old Semioary, Kottayam on 1 4th of last Kumbhom 
and His Grace consulted us as to who shouid be 
selected to be sent to Jerusalam to become Metro- 
politans. By His Grace’s order we with his Grace 
selected the respected Gheevarughese Ramban and 
Paulose Rainban and according to his Grace’s order 
we decided to send them to Jerusalem before Easter. 
Although the late Patriarch divided Malankara into 
seven Metiopolitan Dioceses v nd ordained seven 
Bishops for them, yet. His Holiness appointed by 
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order, His Grace Mar Dionysius as the Committee 
President and the General Metropolitan of Malankara 
to manage all common affairs. ’ Now we request 
Your Holines to ordain these two Ramban> as 
‘Thebel’ Metropolitans and send them to us. Because 
when Your Holiness visits Malabar we trust in God 
to get ordained some others more and to divide 
justly and assign to them dioceses on permanent 
Stathicon. 

Let these be ‘Thebel’ Metropolitans till N our 
Holiness’ visit so that they may visit all the churches 
and attend to the needs and necessities of all 
people with the advice of His Grace Mar Dionysius 
and His Grace Mar Evaneose who are ripe and ex- 
perienced, But His Grace Mar Dionysius has be- 
come old and weak in body. He has no strength and 
connot walk without the support of others. Upon His 
Grace ^rest many great, general, and emergent 
pieces of business. Because of old age he canot 
himself do anything. If His Grace had been 
physically sound there would have been none to 
match Hi« Grace and he would have been hundred 
times abler. Is theieany one who is a hero like 
him? As long as he is alive none can do anything 
without him; because his heart and mind are far 
sighted- He is noble and auaful in the company ot 
Kings, Judges, nobles and other authorities. So 
after ordaining Gheevarughese Ramban. Kindly 
appoint him to manage and execute, according to 
the advise of His Grace Mar Dionysius the general 
rind legal business, make him his assistant so that 
ne should be the successor of His Grace after His 
< ^race’s death and also give ah orcer to this effect. 
With regard to respected Sleeba Ramban, we are 
very glad to know irom Your Holiness’ Bull that he 
is going to be ordained as a Metiopolitan and to be 
sent to us with these Metropolitans. With unani- 



mous opinion we say Thai ilu-r« G ru-vv justification 
thac he may be appointed as a n < : ivscntative and 
deputy of Your Holiness, as Hi< t >race Simon Mar 
Athanasius was the representative and deputy of the 
late Patriarch Fathrose- Again cur ^waited Father, 
though we were pressed with j «-cuniaf .■ difficulties 
because of the expenses litigation against our 
enemies and becanse oi many voiU ction< for various 
emergencies we send to vou. according io His 
Grace’s order Rs 1000 it; audition to what we have 
sent there bef- e, for Yc nr Holiness pleasant and 
benificial visits to London, Coi.sd.ntinople and to us, 
about which our heart wi ■! not allow us *o be silent. 
We firmly, true.: i» Goo ihat Your Holiness would 
accept this sum glaoiy though it is insignificant and 
bless us. We cut short since Your Holiness could 
understsnd all things from the Venerable Metrapo- 
li tan’s letters and from these Rambans who are ap- 
proaching Your Holiness’s feet. Again we requet 
Your Holiness’ kindness that you may stretch forth 
Your merciful right hand and bless us all, shower 
upon us all blessings, remember us in Your accept- 
able Eucharists and prayers so that we and our 
faithful departed may get remission. We kiss the 
hands of the honourable Bishops, Priests,^ Deacons 
and Monks who are near Your Holiness. We enquire 
of the health of the lovable and venerable elders, 
rich men, noble brothers .cultivators, merchants 
and others w ho are standing around ready to min- 
ister unto you, Particularly, Rev. Kasisa Mathai 
Malpan the w riter of this letter after kissing ^ 0U jJ 
Holiness’ hands and feet requests Your prayers and 
blessings. Bless us and give pardon- 
A. 1). 1908 Nleenam ’9th ^ 

May 22nd 

From Old Simanary Kottavsm. 
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Letter from the Turkish Government 
regarding Abdul Misih. 

Tewfic Pasha presents his conplimeuts ro Sir, 
EL Grey and has the honour to acquaint His Excellen- 
cy with the following facts. 

The Imperial Ministry of Justice and Public 
Worship has recently received information from the 
Vicar of the Syrian Patriarch at Constantinople 
that the ex-patriarch Abdul Messiah Offendi has 
lately left Dir Bekir en route to India. Abdull 
Messin Offendi who has been deprived of his office 
and has no religions authority whatever, in the 
Syrian Community, must have undertaken this 
journey with the object of sowing discord among the 
Syrians residing in India. With this purpose in view, 
and in order the better to work upon public credulity 
he has apparently been pretending that he still holds 
the office of Patriarch of the above Community and 
has been usurping the right of disposing at his 
pleasure eccleastical appointments. Now His 
Holiness Abdulla Offendi who is the only Patriarch 
recognised by the Syrian Church has alone the 
p-’wer of exercising the prerogatives inherent in that 
office. 

Tewfic Pasha would therefore be grateful to His 
Pritanic Majesty’s Government if it would communi- 
cate the above information to the authrities in 
Vravancore and Cochin (Malabar) in order that steps 
be taken to prevent the ex-patriarch when he arrives 
in India from engaging in intrigues of trading on 
Public confidence. 

10th Mav 1912, 
fSd) Rupert Berkly, 

Capt: tor Resident, 
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Letter from Patriarch Ignathus Abdulla to 
the Metropolitans and Churches of Mal- 
abar about the Schismatics. 

In the name of the Almighty and Eternal being 
who is necessarily the Essence (Glory to Him). 

Ignatius Abdedalaho II, Patriarch of the Apost- 
olic Throne of Antioch and all the East. 

i SEAL*. 

No. M5. 

May the Divine Grace and heavenly blessings 
descend and abide upon the heads of our spiritual 
sons, the Venerable Osthatheos Slibo Metropolitan, 
Curilos Pauiosc Metropolitan, Athanasius Paulose 
Metropolitan Severios Gheevarghese Metropolitan 
and upon the vicars, deacons, trustees of churches, 
renowned persons and upon all the rest of our people 
who belong to the Syrian Jacobite community of 
Malabar in India, the diocese of st. Thomas. May the 
blessing of our Lord God remain with you and . with 
all those who associate with you through the inter- 
cessary prayers of St, Mary, the Mother of God aad 
of all the saints. Amen. 

Secondly we inform you, that we recived letters 
from your country, which communicate to us of the 
dissensions sown bv the enemy of righteousness in the 
hearts of his companions Abded Messiho, and Ohe- 
varghese, who are excommunicated, debarred and 
shorn off from the church. These persons have 
come instruments in the hands of the enemy. They 
are willingly going after him and after their own 
destructive lusts with the ambition of aquiring super- 
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macy which is the very evil that threw down satan, 
theii instructor, 

Their actions are, from the very beginning, 
against the ca .ons of #*hr Holy Church. They re- 
semble the deeds of Korah and his companions, who 
opposed Moses the prophet of God. So whatever 
they did is invalid. Therefore, by the power granted 
to us bv Jesus Christ, our Lord and His Holy 
Apostles, We declare in the name of the father, the 
Son and the Holy Ghost, and the power of the 
triamphant cross that Abded Messiho. Paulose, Ghe- 
varghese, Punnose, Yuyachim, Ghevarghese of 
Vakathanam and the rest of all those who are cor- 
ruputed by having bten attired in the false dress and 
name of oalphrian. Metropolitan, Monks, Priests 
and deacons. The consecrators as well as the 
consecrated are. excommunicated, estranged, alienat- 
ed and shorn off from the church of God and from 
all priestly orders' 

Neither they, their companions nor associates 
bear any ecclesiastical office We stand before God 
and stretch forth our hands heavenwards, having the 
Holy cross in our right hand and say again with the 
power of Peter invested in us, may the anger of 
God descend upon Paulose, who is neither Maphrian, 
Bishop. Priest nor deacon, but only an excommuni- 
cated lav man. May his name be obliterated from 
all our true Syrian Jacobite Churches. He and those, 
who are falsely ordained by him are all bound by 
the bond of curse, since their ordination is not 
at al; valid. By what he has done, he has 
not consecrated but has corrupted the recipient. 
They that are going to the corrupted so hence for- 
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ward by receiving such invalid and uncanonical 
positions will also be cursed till they show sincere 
repentance and turn back from their folly. All those 
who have taken part, or are still doing so, will also 
meet with such a conequence Oh our spiritual sons, 
who are blessed by the Grace of God, we command 
you all, Don’t receive them at all in our churches nor 
commune with them. It is evident from their actions 
that their will is inclined to evil. So, he who joins 
them will partake of their portion. May God forbid 
you. We know that from the time of your ancestors 
you are true believers, obedient to the divine 
commandments of our Lord and subject to the 
spiritual fathers. This edict of us should be publish- 
ed among all our blessed people, so that none of 
them may fall into the tricks of the adversaries. 

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be upon 
you all. 

Our Father which art in heaven &c. 

18th October 1913, 

From the town of Puniki. 


F 

Letter from Patriarch. 

Ignatius Elyias regarding the schismatics, 

In the name of the Almighty and Eterna! Being 
who is necessarily the Essence, 

(GLORY TO HIM) 

Ignatius Elias 111 Patriarch of Holy Sec of Antioch. 
(SEAL) 

May the divine grace and heavenly blessings * 
descend and abide upon our beloved spiritual sons, 
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the venerable. Meuopohtan, O^osJ^o, 
Athanasios Poulo.e. be ' e "°j by the Lo rd. 

Julius Elias, who are pre^eneil > 

After blessings and prayers 'teddietlventi’eth of 
we gladly received your e^dated the ^ 

the last Thesreenluoi, ( communicated 

intimating us ot your w "’ >°? (he and 

to us about the return of some ot tne \» 

zsz:£2i££i 

those who are baptised and blessed 
opposite party. 

We have sent you certain special forms of service 
made bv the Fathers to be used tn accepting tho _ e 
who, for some time, were in communion with the 
accursed nullified and ex-commumcated and have 
recalcitrantly debased episcopal order. W hen you 
accept them, say those prayers upon them. In ad- 
dition to this impose on them some penance winch 
vour fear of God finds as a proper penalty for them. 
Since those who are ordained by ‘he ex-communic- 
ated and the accursed or by those appointed by the 
latter have received a position devoid ot all priesth 
grace, accept them only after reordination according 
to the Canon given to you by our predecessors. So 
did the Father's of the second Ecumenical Synod in 
regards to the consecration of Macsimos of Puniki 
and consecration conferred by him. They counted 
the ordination ot him and those effected through 
him as devoid of grace. So also St. Sevrac com- 
manded that those who were ordained to clerical 
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post by 2abd, to be reordained. Patriarch Athanajdus 
Abdul Pharaj Bar Kamrae (1091-1129) also used to 
reordain rhose who had received orders from Abu- 
galeb, who was ex-communicated by him. We also 
judge in the same way in the matter of Baptisms, 
Matrimonies and other Fcclessiastical rites. At the 
same time we do not forget the means, which the 
:hurch adopted from time ro time for the common 
good* That also is within the power of the church 
and not outside. So we authorise you to do simil- 
arly in cases of urgent necessity. Hence forth deal 
with them according to the Ecclessiastical Canons. 
Endeavour for their edification in all things. We 
request our Lord to make you wise, so that you may 
walk in his ways and may wisely attract all your bre- 
thren and children to the communion of the church. 

May the Lord be with you and may His Grace 
e ~Grt you. Amen. 

2Sth Conoon hroi 1925 (10th Feb) 

Dayara of Mar Hanania. 

(i 

No. 3S9. 

Letter from Patriarch Ignatius Elias to the 
Julius Eiias on being sent with Dionysius Gheevar' 
ughese to bring about peace in Malabar. 

BY THE GRACE OF GOD 
Ignatius Hlias IIL the Syrian Patriarch of Antioch^ 
(SEAL) 

Our beloved Thibel Metropolitan Julius Elias, 
who is preserved by the Lord. 

We have set you apart to go and bring abont 
peace among our people of Malabar in India, with 
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this Gheevarghese, who has appeared before us and 
shown penitence. Hence hear clearly and distinctly 
on our behalf the arguments of both parties, whom 
we could not hear as we desired, owing to the hurry 
of Gheevarghese. He makes haste to go saying that 
he is afraid of our winter season. In case he and 
his companions fulfil what he has promised, ie if 
they give registered document to their pledge that 
they confess that Abdul Messiah is ex-communicated, 
that he possesses no spiritual gifts for impartation, 
and make known the same to us, that we may 
furnish them with the necessary prayers and bles- 
sings. Then, according to what Geevarghese has 
submitted to us, a church or a monastery should be 
chosen for him to abide in and lead his life quietly. 
We command yon to take care to maintain the honour 
bf our Deligate, the Venerable Osthatheos. We ex- 
pect that he, the rest of our beloved Bishops, our 
loving Koja Kurian and Vakil Koja Jacob will try in 
this matter of peace making. They that try tor this 
will be considered by our Lord and us as the true 
children of God. Such deserve bounteous blessings. 
Inform us vividly, those things that may be found 
difficult to proceed with. We pray the Lord to be 
with you and strengthen you for the execution of 
His will through the intercession of the Mother of 
God, St. Peter and St. Thomas Apostle of India. 
Amen. 

26th rilul 1923. 

9 tirO"ci.'TS 23 . 



H 

Extract irom the Letter from Patriarch Ignatius 
Aephraim to the Malabar Church, stating 
how the final peace deliberations with 
the present Cathoticos fell through. 

In the name of the Almighty Eternal being who 
is necessarily the Essence, (Glory to Him) Ignatius 
Ephraim 1, Patriarch of the Apostolic Throne of 
Antioch and all the East. 

(Seal! 

No. 7 dO. 

To our Syrian Church consisting of spiritual 
sons including all beloved Metropolitans Rev: priests, 
deacons, monks and faithful subjects in Malabar in 
India who are protected by the care from above, we 
bestow all Apostolic benediction and fatherly bless- 
ings. We make this known into you that when the 
minister of the Apostolic throne was entrusted to us 
by the invisible and inconceivable decisions oi God, 
our first attempt was to root-out from the Church 
the confusions and quarrels that had crept into your 
Church by (the rebellious spirit of) Satan who is 
thrown into the depth front heaven because of Pride 
and who hates the good. Hence last year, we sent 
Bulls to some respected persons and strongly infor- 
med both parties about a true lasting peace according 
to the Canons of the gospel and the rules of the 
Church. But we received replies of various nature. 
When things were like this, Dionysius Metro- 
politan demised. Not long after that, we received a 
telegram saying that the other party was thinking of 
approaching us for a reconciliation and that their 
leader was asking permission to visit us in person. 
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We were glad at this and according to the request 
opened the door of love. We convened with great 
deligence the Holy synod of our Apostolic throne. 
On Mithunam 8th, the leader of the opposite party 
with our respected delegate, Mar Juliose Metra- 
Politan came to our presence. Because of our great 
desire to establish peace, we graciously conceded 
many things, showed much love to that old man and 
removed all the hindrances for reconciliation bet- 
ween the two parties so that there may not be any 
occasion even in words for even the simpletons to 
rebel. To the thing for which he and his party 
desired — although it was not necessary— we consent- 
ed since he came with out any document to show 
that his party will admit and accept all that he ad- 
mits and accepts and without a scrap of paper from 
the meetings which are said to have been held there. 
It was irregular and unlawful. But we and our Holy 
synod consulted together and made laws and consti- 
tutions and sent them to both parties for their joint 
acceptance. For this also we received replies with 
conflicting opinions. Moreover this made us under- 
stand the gravity of the difference of opinion among 
you. In order that our constant endeavours for d 
months, as well as the advent of that old man, may 
not turn out futile feeling our Apostolic repsponsi- 
bility and with a view to protect the status of the 
Throne of St. Peter and, of the Church of Malabar as a 
whole so that the present and the future generations 
may thrive prosperity without being depressed in 
any way, we consented to lighten the terms for peace* 
Some times we ourselves in person and at times when 
he was living in the Holy-city through our Mar Gre- 
gorious Metropolitan, had many useful consultation 
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with him and gave him advice in various ways. But 
gradualtv we understood that he was simple, incap- 
ble of obeying laws, had no virtues either natural 
or acquired bv training, unable to grasp the logical 
arguments according to reason and knowledge aris- 
ing from the study of Canons mid Church History, 
but was only repeating certain expressions taught 
by some others it he happened to admit any real 
truths occ isionlv, he would, after con- 
versing with his companions or after reading the 
many letters eceived by him, re-enter into the former 
settlements. To be britf, he is an unsteady man- It 
he accepts the opinions of the peace committee, 'o- 
day, he will protest against them to-morrow ^wng 
that their versions do not agree. Although his posi- 
tion is worthy of respect, the nature of his mind is 
n- ither worth speaking, nor fit for the execution of 
arv noble work. In addition to these, it became 
quite plain in the end, that he a» d his partisans do 
not desire for a true and lasting peace but only fora 
vain peace to which they hold as a weapon to 
satisfy the desires of their rebellions mind, men who 
count themselves as scholars! They don’t like to 
know the truth, but ponder over crooked tilings 
and think about wicked matters. They think of com- 
plete rebellion against the just obedience to the 
Throne of Peter. They do not wish to perceive that 
the estrangement from the power of the priesthood 
is the cause of their weakness and fall. They do not 
desire for the lawful ordination in Holy Church. 
On the contrary, with rebellious spirit, they follow 
Abdul Messisah who, though he w r as Patriarch 
at one time even for sufficient reasons-especially be- 
cause of m? ntal aberration-was deposed cannonically 
from the throne.. 
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Even a legitmate Patriarch has no power to 
establish the office of a Maprian or Catholicate, with 
out a general synod. Abdul Messiah while a legst- 
mate Patriarch has not consecrated even a single 
Episcopa for Malabar. But when he was deposed 
from his place, Abdul Mesiah, at the instigation of 
Metropolitan Geevarughese, acted in violation of 
principles and without consultation, did and wrote 
several meaningless things to satisfey the selfish 
demands of the latter. Every body knows how 
uncannonical all his acts are. 

Those of our predeecessors who had visited Mala- 
bar in person — namely Abdullah 11, Elias 111 who 
rest with the saints — had decided Abdul Messiah's 
ordination as invalid. Thus Holy Synod which 
met with us also unanimously confirmed this decis- 
ion. But that old Punnoose, sacrificing his consc- 
ience, fears that he would be expelled from the Sem- 
inary by his partisans in case he welcomes the truth- 
His partisans have banshed the fear of God from 
their hearts and some of them who are quarrel-some 
think of falsehood and croockedness, like mad men 
publish wickedness in papers. This testifies their 
foolishness rather than the down-right rebellious 
spiriit, records their quarrelsome nature and croock- 
edness. The laietv, in whose hands, to say the truth, 
this old Punnoose is only a weapon, do not desire to 
enter into the order of High Pjiest through the proper 
channel. We understood well that fraud, false tears 
that he showed before me, and his cunning humility 
are of no use, because we desire not our personal 
honours but only the general good of the church. 
Therefore being disappointed in his false hopes he 



XXIV 


left us and thus it became visible to our own people 
and to others that his comming was with bad intent- 
ions and without, any truli. This we understood by 
direct experience. It was proved that he is not 
worthy of t he living water, — that is the right gift 
derived by the imposition of hands of the Holy 
lhrone of Antioch which is vested in us by the Grace 
of God through the laws of Apostles and Synods — 
that Hows in the place where it was established by 
Christ. It was made clear that he is neither capable 
to repair the damages that had happened to the tap- 
root of th Malankara Church, nor worthy to save or 
to be saved from that great confusion, nor able to 
rescue the innocent people from the disputes that 
are useless and have accused and are accusing them 
of many sins. Therefore we command unto you my 
beloved sons, the respected Metropolitans, blessed 
Priests, Deacons and laymen, that, that old man 
. Peon nose, those who join with him especially those 
who arrogate themselves in the false name of Epi- 
scopal and all of those who depend on this futile 
ordination and thus protect against the clear truth 
of the Holy Church, do not themselves believe that 
they are right. On the contrary, they say so (that they 
are right) only to gain their rebellious bad intent- 
ions. They have separated themselves ,Vom the 
mother of life, the Holy Church of Antioch. There- 
fore they are aliens to us. Hence forward to you, 
they should be completly outside the pale of the 
Holy Church. To co-operate and partake with them 
in any service you have no permission either from" 
God or from us Till they repent, offer true cenfess-- 
ion and obtain forgiveness from us and our Throne 
you should consider them as having no share in 
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church affairs in any way. But beloved sons; you 
should with all your might hold fast to the Holy 
Church, Apostolic Throne and its legal successors. 
Lay deep in your hearts with belief its laws and can- 
ons. By this you will gain spiritual life. We hope 
that you will do like this. May God give strength 
and deligence enough to stand steadlast in y >ur love 
forHim, to prosper in the observance of His comm- 
ands, and to do through-out your life what is pleas- 
ing before His presece. May Grace be with you. 

Our Father which art in Heaven &c. 

A. D. 1934-Kanni 27. 

From the Patriarchal Palace at Homes in Syria. 


I 

Etracts from a letter sent through Dionysius 
Gheevarughese to Patriareh Ignatius Elias 
by three pretender Bishops. 

In the name of the Lord who protects Your Holi- 
ness and elevates Your Preiatical dignity toour happy 
Father, His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Elias ID, 
Patriarch of the Apostolic See of Antioch, may Your 
prayers be with us, Amen. 

After kissing the sacred hands and feet of Your 
High Priesthood and bowing our soul and body 
in Your presence, we beg to submit as follows: — 
When the Adorable and Holy Patriarch Moran Mar 
Abdedaloho carrfe to Malabar and and convened a 
general assembly in the Seminary at Kottavam he 
demanded to some of the prominent members there- 
of that a record should be made affirming the tem- 
poral powers of the Patriarch. But the members did 
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not agree to that request of His Holiness saying that 
they could not act against the decisions ot the law 
courts. Again the members did not agreee with His 
Holiness as regards the number of Metropolitans to 
be consecrated So His Holiness got angry with 
members and dismissed them thereby terminating 
the assembly in c\ illusion. (Quarrels increased in 
tiie church from that time 

Since the Venerable Aboon Mar Dionsius com- 
ing to Your Holiness presence will infi rm you of all 
these things in detail, we do not say more about 
this. Oh, Ho!v noble Moran, none of us has risen 
against honourable T.hrone or Your high Priesthood 
our Orthodox faith. We know and accept Your 
Holiness alone, as the High Priest of the exalted 
Throne of Antioch as the Pride of our nation and as 
our great Head. We tender our obedience to Your 
Holy commands, we pray to the Grace in you that 
we may be accepted as v ur children, that orders of 
blessings and acceptance may be issued after cancell- 
ing the interdicts pronounced here tn these days by 
Your predecessor and that everything necessvy to 
ensure peace in the Malabar Church may be done. 
Again we pray to Your Holiness that you may bless 
us extending Your right hand and that you may, 
<Iuring Your prayers and masses acceptable in the 
presenc;- of God, request Him to forgive us our sins 
and debts commited knowingly and unknowingly, 
with likes and dislikes as well as to give rest to out 
faithful departed. 

My Lord, bless us for forgiveness of sins. 

Written on 10th Edavom 1923. 
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Weak servant of Your Holiness 

Gregorius Gheevarughese Metropolitan 
' (Seal) 

(The present Catholicos) 

Weak Servant of Your Holiness 
Peeluxinosu Gheevarugese Metropolitan 

(Seal) 

(The second Catholicos) 

Weak servant of Your Holiness 

. Yuyakkim Metropolitan 

(Seal) 

(Passed away as a Bishop) 


.1 

No 402. 

Extracts from Letter of Patriarch Ignatius Elias 
to the Malabar Church about the schismatics. 

In the name of the Almighty and Eternal Being 
who is necessarily the Essance. Ignatius Elias 111 
Patriarch of the Apostolic Throne of Antioch. 

(Seal). 

To 

Our beloved and venerable Osthathiosc Sleeba 
Metropolitan, Athanatins Paulose Metropolitan. 
Sevoreose Gheevarughese Metropolitan, and Julius 
Metropolitananay the blessiugsof our Lord God abide 
with them and with all those who stand by them. Let 
this be effected bv the prayers of St. Mary, the 
mother of God Amen. 
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We bestow peace to your love. Vour letter of 
21st Mithunam (4th July) 1925 A. D. has reached us. 
We know from ir that Gheevariighese Ramban from 
Vakathanam who is not a Metropolitan is now called 
Catholicose by his excommunicated and anathemati- 
sed companions and that Gheevarughese M. A. who 
was Particularly anathamatised by our predecessor 
the late Patriarcli Abdullah is called Episcopa by his 
friends. The three who were clothed in red bv the ?x- 
communicated Abdul Messiah are void of all grace 
and are excommunicated. 

For Abdul Messiah has not the least power from 
the Holy Ghost to give any ecclesiastical dignity to 
any body in our Holy Church. His actions and com- 
mands aie worthless. Just as no one is able to receive 
any dignity from a dead person. Abdul Messiah 
having been deposed from the Throne, is dead to the 
Patriarchal office and it is impossible to receive 
any dignity from him. We again declare as we had 
declared before that those who accept tV'~ excom- 
municated Gheevarughese and Abdul Messsah who 
is shorn off from ail spiritual grace are severed from 
the body of the Church they are antagonistic to 
our faith. About this matter we had already sent a 
general bull to you on 12th Chingam 1924. The 
said Vakathanam man a^d the master of Arts who 
have received ialse ordination have no ordination at 
all. Not only that they have none of the 
spiritual graces, they have also no share in our 
Church. We hope you have now understood this 
properly We command to your love that Gheevaru- 
ghese, his companions and those who stand with 
them are engaged in diabolical deeds, standing 
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against the Throne of Antioch and insulting the 
Patriarchate, walking according to their self will and 
wishing to secure the Catholicate in Malabar. Rem- 
ember Jan nes and J umbras who rose in revolt against 
Moses These persons who do this kind of accursed 
deeds are like them. Remember also that the fig tree 
withered away when Jesus cursed it that thence forth 
none shoulo eat from its fruits. By God’s power 
they would also likewise wither away. No fruits will 
come out of them. God did not grant them the 
spirit of repentence to bring them back to the lap of 
ihe Holy Church Keep aloof from them so that 
you may not be tainted bv their sins. Since the 
prophet has s. id that there will be no peace for the 
wicked you should not salute them May the God 
of isra-d portect you from all evils. Let this matter 
be publicly announced. May the gn.ce and bless 
ings be upon the obedient. Amen, 

28th Chingom 1925, 

The Patriarchal Dyarah 


No. 390. 


Iv 


In the name of the Almighty and Eternal Being 
who is necessarily the Essence (Glory to 
Him) Ignatius Elias III Patriarch of the 
Apostolic Throne of Antioch. 


(SEAL) 


May the heavenly blessings and grace be show- 
ered upon our dearly beloved sons of Malabar in 
India, the Venerable Metropolitans, Priests, Deacons 
Elders renowned persons, managers, trustees, admin- 
istrators, expert instructors and all men and women 
of every age and status in our Syrian Christian com- 
munity which is protected by God. 
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With trust in God, we were waiting for some 
time to hear good news about the union with us of 
those who are making dissensions in the Church of 
God. For this, we had t*Iso encouraged all in every 
age and position. But now it has ended in our des- 
pair. Particularly when we received news about their 
recent drama-acting, like little children, our hope, 
was completely put out.They not only raised other men 
to their position even before their own position was 
ascertained but also trampled upon and corrupted 
the very great office of Malprian. If the fruit which 
Adam ate at an improper time brought punishments 
upon him and all his posterity, will they who corrup- 
ted the spiritual offices be justified? Never. 


Then about abstaining from those who took 
part in this by deeds or thoughts we inform and 
command you all that you should particularly be 
cautious in the sins of their wickedness. But we are 
confirmed of vour love of. truth and it is for it, that 
you were boldly fighting ul' this time, 

May the Grace of Lord be always with you. 

Amen. 


7th Ob. 1925. 

(ie 20th Aug. 1925, 

The Dyarh of Mar Hannania. 


I, 

Extracts from a letter from Patriarch Abdulla to 
the Malabar Church regarding Abdul Messiah. 

In the name of the Omnipotent and Eternal 
Being, w ho is Necessaily the Essence (Glory to Him). 

Ignatius Abdedaloho II F’atriarch of the Apostolic 
See of Antioch and all the East. 

(Seal! 

No. 12. 

May the div'ne Grace and heavenly blessign 
descend and abide upon the heads of our bloved 
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spiritual sons, the respected Osthatheos Slibo Metro- 
politan, Ivanios Paulose Metropolitan, kunlos Paul 
ose Metropolitan, Athanasius Paulose Metropolitan 
and Severios Gheevargese Metropolitan and upon 
the blessed priests, deacons, trustees of churches, 
renowned persons and the rest of our people. 

We inform the following things to your sincere 
love. 

As known to all of you, Abded Messiah who was 
the Patriarch, by his deeds which are not befitting 
to be recorded, was found acting in violation of the 
canons and laws of our Holy Church, subverting 
and overthrowing the high tower of our true faith 
and obstinately carrying out his selfish will without 
fear of God. These deeds of his are spoken of not 
only among our people and in our parts but also 
among other communities and t wns alar oft. Since 
even more than these are known to you, we do not 
enlarge upon this topic. The Holy Fathers, the Met- 
ropolitans, came together and advised the Patiarch 
with one voice. But on finding that their advice 
was useless and that he was growing worse than 
before they ex-communicated and dethroned him 
Afterwards, they enclosing a petition from all the 
members of our commuuitv, requested His Majesty 
The Sulthan, our King to have him deposed and r.ct 
to recognise him thenceforward in any ccclessiast- 
ical position. Accordingly His Majesty the King 
approved their request and with-drew the Sigilion 
(Firman) which was issued in his favour Then the 
respected Metropolitans met together in a Synod 
under the presidentship of Dionysus of Mosul. They 
elected rnv humble self and enthroned me by the 
( Trace of God Our great King also issued the 
Sigilion in our favour according to the custom. The 
deposed Abdel Messiah, as'his usual practice, began 
to create troubles and dissensions among the 
■people and in the Church of God in our ’ eoun- 
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try. He found that he would not succeed but 
only be hated and rejected more and more by them. 
So he began to aim his arrows and direct his fang's 
towards Malabar, your country, to see whether his 
thirst for rebellion and conceit can be satisfied there. 
He found in the ex-communicated and anathamat- 
ised Gheevargese, who is no less treacherous than 
Absolem, an instrument though worthless to carry 
out his plan. They joined together with one aim to 
establish their self-will in order to secure dominion 
over the community, just like Abemelek and Absolem. 
The deposed Abded Messiah, who was insane and 
lacking in understanding, hearkened to the wishes of 
Absolem and in response to his request came over to 
him in Malabar so that one may be assisted by the 
other and that they may fraudulently and recalcit- 
rancy exert with stubbornness over the Church of 
Gud. They were not sensible enough to perceive 
that the blind could not he guided by the blind. 

Therefore our dearly beloved sons, we advise 
you all, to keep yourselves aloof from these mislead, 
ing deceivers, who are guised in lamb’s skin but 
within they are blood-thirsty wolves. No one of 
you has authority from God and from us to receive 
them, obey their words, to subject himself to their 
commands of any kind, or to believe that they are 
holding any priestly order; but should regard them 
as ex-communicated, estranged and shorn off from 
our Holy Syrian Jacolr.te Church. We warn you to 
keep away from them and from their company, as 
the children of Israel departed from the company of 
Dathan and Abiram, so that you may not be parties 
to their sins. Be high and well established towers in 
the Church of God which cannot be shaken. He who 
mingles with or accepts those obstinate and ex-com- 
municated Abded Messiah and Geevarughese will be 
anathamatised, ex-communicated and alienated from 
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God and His Church. His share will be with satan. 
the lover of dissensions and the hater of goodness. 
We hope in God that all of you will be found obed- 
ient to the commandment? of God and of us, because 
we are convinced of your faith, that you have inheri- 
ted from your ancestors. We are assured that it can 
not be restrained by the foes nor shaken by the ’ viol- 
ent storms and waves beating on it. Your preceding 
generations also had to face harassments more 
severe than those met by you They conquered and 
made their way through them without being shaken, 
or slackened. - They had held on to the Holy 
Throne of Antioch as their anchor. We pray our God 
Jesus Christ, the High Priest of our profession, to 
sow His peace and fellowship in the field of His 
Church; to break off the power of the enemy under 
your feet and to bless you, your families, your child- 
ren and all your properties. May this be effected by 
the prayers of St. Mary, the mother of God and of 
the apostle St. Thomas, the preacher of India and 
of all the Saints. Amen. 

May the Grace of cur Lord Jesus Christ surround 
you all on all sides. 

Our Father which art in Heaven &c. 

27th of Hziron 1912. 

10th July 1912. 

hrom Davara of Markos U rah os Lvanglist in 
Jerusalem. 
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